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First Wordsé 
 

 Looking At Our Building - The Church Council have begun looking at 

the Church building here in Ecclesfield and how we might improve certain 

things within it. If you would like to get involved in the process of moving 

this forward the please speak to the Vicar or a Churchwarden . There will 

be a number of consultations taking place in the future that will allow 

people to voice opinions. 

 

 Holidays ï July marks, for some, an opportunity for a family holiday. 

This month weôve included a special prayer for holiday time. Have it close 

to hand and pray it when things donôt quite go as planned! 

 

 

Daniel Hartley 
 

 

 

Prayer for Month 
 

Holiday Prayer 
 

Dear Lord, how weôve waited for this holiday, and now itôs finally here.  

Thank You, Lord, for the opportunity to take a break from our daily routines 

and to replenish our minds, bodies and souls so they we may better serve You.  

Sometimes our expectations for holidays are unrealistic 

and we find ourselves disappointed when things donôt go our way.  

Help us not to worry about having the óperfectô holiday but to relax and enjoy 

every moment, whatever it may bring.  

We are grateful for the joys that await us-whether they be the beauty of your 

creation, recreation with family or friends, or peace and solitude.  

Watch over us and protect us as we travel, and brings us safely home again-

refreshed and renewed.   

Amen. 
 

 

 

Front Cover ï Prayer Corner Pentecost 

Back Cover ï Pentecost Open Air Service 2014 
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The Gatty Memorial Hall  
 

Priory Road 

Ecclesfield 

Sheffield  S35 9XY 

Phone:  0114 246 3993 
 

Accommodation now available for booking  
 

&ÙÖÜ×ÚɯɈɯ,ÌÌÛÐÕÎÚɯɈɯ ÊÛÐÝÐÛÐÌÚ 

Functions 

 
 

Ecclesfield Church Playgroup 
 

The Gatty Memorial Hall - Priory Road - Ecclesfield 
 

 

A traditional playgroup good fun for Babies to 5 years with their 

Mums, Dads and Carers 
 

Refreshments for everyone 

 

Everyone welcome, come along and join the fun 
 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings 

9.30 am to 11.30 am 

£2.20 per session 
 

For more information please telephone 

Mrs Ann Hackett (0114) 246 7159 
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The Vicarsô Letter  
 

Going Local 
 
Being part of the Church is being part of a worldwide organisation. The Church 

exists in large parts of the world. Sometimes it is strong and growing, 

sometimes it is weak and shrinking. Sometimes it operates in full sight, 

sometimes it operates behind closed doors. At times I like the fact that weôre 

part of something huge; itôs reassuring to know that there are over 2 billion 

Christians in the world. At times itôs reassuring to know that the Church has 

been around for nearly two thousand years. So what, we might ask ourselves, is 

our ñglobal brandò? Microsoft, Google, Nike and Starbucks are all multinational 

companies with a clearly defined brand? So whatôs our brand? 

 

The answer, of course, is that we donôt have one in quite the same way. We 

donôt have a brand, we have a person ï Jesus Christ. The way in which we form 

our own identities around this person is not given at a global level, itôs not even 

given at a national level. Instead itôs worked out at a local level.  

 

Having said this, the Church of England is not simply a Church of independent 

local congregations. We are an ordered Church gathered around a Bishop. A 

people connected to one another through our Bishop and connected to the wider 

Church through the communion between our Bishop and other Bishops. Yet this 

inter-connectedness does not make us the same as a branded multinational 

corporation. Each Christian community, connected as it is to other Christian 

communities, discovers what is means to serve and worship Christ in the 

locality in which it lives. We donôt have a corporate manual of how to be a 

Christian that we can simply impose on our surroundings. Instead we learn how 

to be a Christian as we allow our hopes and aspirations to be shaped by the 

relationships that we make at a local level. 

 

A strong Church is made up of confident congregations that are fully engaged in 

their local settings. Churches grow not because they have a corporate brand to 

sell, but because they understand the context in which ministry and mission is 

worked out. No Vicar can provide this understanding, it comes from the people 

has a whole. A good Vicar may be able to help discern aims and aspirations, but 

the job of ñgoing localò begins and ends with you ï those who live, work and 

breathe all things Ecclesfield. It may be Godôs Church, it may even be my 

Church, but most of the time (and most importantly) itôs your Church. 
Daniel Hartley 
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On the perils of óstanding inô for another vicar 

The Rectory 

My dear Nephew Darren                                                                   St. James the Least 
   

You should not complain about doing duty in other churches when their clergy are on 

holiday. It is only in other churches that you will be appreciated. Beatification only 

comes from your own church on the day you leave ï which is a way of firing a shot 

across the bows of your successor. I remember being greeted by a churchwarden on 

my first day here at St. James the Least with the encouraging words: óIôve seen six 

Rectors of this parish; each one was worse than the last.ô  As the years have gone by, 

I am sure I will have entirely fulfilled his expectations. 
  

No; when you visit another church, you will be told all the many defects of their own 

vicar, and whatever you do will be praised. Store up these memories for the day you 

return to your own patch ï when you will then be told how outstanding your own 

temporary replacement has been and how congregations thrived in your absence. 
  

Naturally, this gives you the right to make similar remarks about your own 

congregation in the churches you visit. Unfavourable comparisons with the bell 

ringers, vergers and congregational singing in your home patch to the superb 

standards in the church youôre temporarily serving will be much appreciated. Just 

make sure that the church you are staffing is sufficiently far from your own that word 

will not get back to your home team.  
  

It is a mistake I made only once. After filling in for a colleague, I happened to 

complement the choir on the singing of the anthem. Unknown to me, a tenor was the 

second cousin of my organist, who received a rather embellished story that I had 

compared my own choir back home unfavourably with theirs. On my return the 

following Sunday, all the hymns were played fortissimo and at double speed and the 

choir in rotation dropped hymn books throughout my sermon.  
  

Inevitably, when you staff another church, you will be told: óItôs the normal Service.ô  

It will be nothing of the sort. Hymns will appear in unexpected places, Sunday 

schools will enter and leave (and enter again) apparently at random, objects will be 

brought to you to be read from, placed on the altar or blessed - just as you were about 

to try and find the pulpit.  In any case, wherever you are standing, you will find you 

should have been standing somewhere else.  But not to worry - most mistakes will be 

forgiven ï provided your sermon is short. 
  

So - enjoy your visits to other churches.  And above all, make sure that your 

temporary replacement is so spectacularly incompetent that your own people will 

welcome you back with open arms on your return. 
  

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace  
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A Poem 
This poem was pinned on the wall in my Dentist, it made me smile. 

  

Smiling  
Smiling is infectious you can catch it like the flu, 

Someone smiled at me today so I started to smile too. 

Just around the corner someone saw my grin, 

Then I realised that, I had passed it on to him. 

I thought about that smile and realised its worth, 

A single smile like mine could travel all round the earth. 

So if you feel a smile begin donôt leave it undetected, 

Start an epidemic quick and get the world infected. 

Elizabeth Ann Oldknow  

 

Lord, may my life be so pleasing to you  

that you are pleased to have your face shine on me. 

And as you graciously smile on my life, 

May I find someone today with whom I can share 

Your love through a smile. 

Amen 

 

 
 

Humour  
 

ñPeople get nervous when they think they have to call me ómy Lordô, said an 

Irish bishop. ñEspecially the poor nuns.  One was giving me a cup of coffee.  As 

she pushed the sugar bowl towards me she said, óHow many lords, my lump?ôò  

Kevin Buckley 

 

Several years ago the then Bishop of London reported to the General Synod that 

before attending a church function he had said he would bring his pastoral staff.  

ñAnd how many seats will you want?ò came the reply.   Peterborough, Daily 

Telegraph 
 

My friend was working at an amusement park when a couple stopped him. 

ñExcuse me,ò said the woman, pointing to a pond. ñWhat is that water made out 

of?ò Bemused, my friend replied, ñTwo parts hydrogen and one part oxygen.ò  

ñSee?ò she said to her boyfriend. ñI told you it wasnôt real.ò 
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Ǉ          Piano Lessons        Ǉ 
 

Take Exams or play for fun. 
 

Theory up to Grade 5 beginners welcome. 
 

Alison Hancock ï ( 0114 245 2780 
 

 

K.B. Clock Repairs. 
 

A local repair service for mechanical clocks. 

Wall clocks, Mantel clocks, Grandfather clocks. 

Restoration of clock cases. 
 

Contact Ken Baker on 
 

( 0114 2453260  or è 07768293604 

Visit us online: www.kbclocks.co.uk/ 
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The Bishopôs Letter ï July 2014  
 

This Month, Bishop Peter Writes: 

  

A few weeks ago Bishop Steven and I, along with all 

the Bishops from the North, met on Holy Island, 

Lindisfarne for a twenty four hour retreat with the 

Archbishop of York to reflect on and pray about the 

evangelisation of the North.  

  

Holy Island has a wonderfully rich history with the 

monastery of Lindisfarne being founded by Saint 

Aidan, having been sent from Iona to Northumbria at 

the request of King Oswald. The priory was founded 

before the end of 634 and Aidan remained there until 

his death in 651.  Lindisfarne became the base for 

Christian evangelising in the North of England and also sent a successful mission 

to Mercia.  As Bishops we felt spiritually at home on the island and were reminded 

by the history of the place that there is still much to be done as we continue Godôs 

mission in the North. 

  

During our time together we were addressed by a number of young people who 

gave a diverse but energising overview/testimony of their work in making Christ 

known in practical, prayerful and spiritual ways.  They demonstrated a passion for 

incarnational mission.  They helped us reflect on what is unique about the 

opportunities of witnessing to the northern part of our country and threw out a 

challenge to the Bishops to consider how together, we could lead on 

evangelisation in the North. 

  

The challenge of evangelising in the North is something we have taken to heart in 

our own diocese; it is a critical part of our diocesan vision and strategies.  Our 

Centenary Year gives us an opportunity to celebrate the Christian heritage which 

has made an enormous contribution to the material and spiritual welfare and 

benefit of the communities we serve, making our diocese what it is today.  

However, it challenges us to consider how we might continue to pass on our faith 

to others so that they come to know Christ as their Lord and Saviour and 

experience transformed lives.  We are called through our faith to transform our 

communities and Godôs world.  This calling is as critical today as it was for St 

Aidan and his colleagues and it arises from the missionary mandate to ñGo 

therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spiritò. 
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In these few verses we see how the risen Christ sent his follower to make Christ 

known in every time and place so that faith might spread to every corner of the 

world.  It was the missionary task of St Aidan - and itôs our missionary task today - 

in our time and place.  We are called to do this together in mutual support, 

encouragement and nurture working across parish and deanery boundaries, 

traditions and practices.  We are called to work together as a whole diocesan team, 

to be more Christ-like in our calling and responding in which there will be great 

joy. 

  

So my challenge to you in this Centenary Year is, as it was to the Bishops,  ï what 

opportunities and challenges are you being offered to make Christ known to those 

in your community who have not yet experienced the transforming love of the 

risen Christ or the support of belonging to a community of faith?  How can you 

personally and your parish lead in the task of evangelisation?  ñEach Christian and 

every community must discern the path that the Lord points out, but all are asked 

to obey his call to go forth from our own comfort zone in order to reach all the 

peripheries in need of the light of the Gospelò  (Evangelii Gaudium ï Pope 

Frances). 

 

 + Peter 

 

 

St. Theobald (1017 ï 1066) - 1
st
 July - choosing God, not money 

 

If you are thinking of turning your back on wealth and privilege, in order to do 

something you feel God is calling you to do, Theobald may be the saint for you.   

He was born into an aristocratic family at Provins in France.  But he became a 

hermit with a fellow ex-soldier in the Pettingen Forest in Luxembourg.  They 

later moved to Salanigo in Italy.  Theobaldôs holy life attracted so many 

followers that he was canonised by Pope Alexander II in 1073. 

 

St. Elizabeth of Portugal (1271 ï 1336) - 4
th
 July - compassion for 

prostitutes  

 

Elizabeth of Portugal could be the patron saint of all well-to-do women who 

have compassionate hearts.   As wife of Denis, the King of Portugal, Elizabeth 

became a byword for her acts of piety and charity to the poor.  She founded 

convents, hospitals, and shelters for prostitutes.  After Denis died she became a 

Franciscan tertiary at a Poor Clare convent.  
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Will You Remember Them ï July 2014 
News in Brief   

    

North Korea 
A South Korean Christian has been sentenced to hard labour for life for 

ñspyingò and attempting to establish house churches in North Korea. Kim Jung-

Wook admitted anti- North Korean religious acts and ñmalignantly hurting the 

dignityò of the countryôs ruling Kim family. Prosecutors demanded the death 

penalty but this was commuted, as requested by Jung- Wokôs defence counsel. 

The South Korean was arrested in October, having crossed into North Korea 

from China. Dozens of North Koreans were subsequently detained, accused of 

helping Jung-Wook.  A number of them have most likely been executed.                       

 

Syria  
Militants from the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIS) have seized 

houses and land belonging to Christians in Raqqa. The seizures took place in 

June in Ein al- Issa, which is inhabited mainly by Armenian Christians. The 

owners of the property were forced to leave the area. Raqqa has been under ISIS 

control for over a year. The militants are imposing strict sharia rules in the 

territory; earlier this year, Christians were given an ultimatum to either convert 

to Islam, pay the humiliating  jizya tax and abide by a list of restrictions, or else 

risk being killed. ISIS has turned the main Armenian Church in Raqqa into an 

office for the management of Islamic affairs and the promotion of sharia.   

 

Laos 
A Christian man was arrested and tied to a post before being imprisoned after 

several failed attempts by the authorities to force him to give up his faith. Mr. 

Sort (40), who became a Christian over a year ago, was arrested in Loynam 

village, Nong district, Savannakhet province, on the morning of 29
th
 May. 

Police and village security officers had gone to his home and threatened him 

with eviction and confiscation of all his property if he did not give up his faith. 

He refused to give up his faith in Christ. 

 

 

Please Pray         

 That into these situations may come, Justice, Healing, Equal Rights and 

Freedom. 

 

ñIn the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.ò Amen 

John Daniels  
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Mindfulness 
 

There's a lonely little starling on our back yard, his feathers all bedraggled 

black and blue. He sits and he sings on one of our pots and his voice is 

golden and true. 

 

Along comes a Robin and he's all alone pecking all around on the ground, 

he shakes his little feathers till they are fluffy and full, he sits on the top of 

a little green pot and he sings and sings and the starling joins in.. 

 

Then the sparrows come down thirty or so, and they twitter and peck at the 

food in the pots and squabble then fly to the bushes and sit and wait in the 

queue for the food, and they wait and wait, for nobody rushes. 

 

The Robin and the starling are wandering around gathering all that falls to 

the ground. Suddenly a cat appears and stalks down the path, slowly, 

slowly, closer and closer slightly hidden by bushes. 

 

An alarm call goes up and the birds disappear, all in a flash they've gone. It 

is quiet for a while, then Blue tits arrive and attack the fat balls and the 

robin and the starling come back. 

 

The starling starts singing golden and true and suddenly his mother 

appears and he hops and he skips and flutters his wings. And she ignores 

him and starts to feed then suddenly out of nowhere there are five more 

starlings on our back yard and he's not alone anymore. 

By Anne Pearce 

 
 

Le Tour Yorkshire Estimate local arrival times Sunday, July 6th
 

Stage 2 - NB: Cavalcade will pass through 20 to 30 minute before riders. 
 

Côte de Midhopestones 15:24 - 15:50 

Bradfield    15:34 - 16:01 

Côte de Bradfield  15:36 - 16:03 

Worral    15:39 - 16:07 

Oughtibridge   15:42 - 16:10 

Côte d'Oughtibridge  15:46 - 16:14 

Grenoside (VC-A61-VC) 15:47 - 16:16 

VC - Côte de Jenkin Road 16:06 - 16:37 

Sheffield    16:14 - 16:46 



 13 

Bellringing News 
 

The Ecclesfield Ringers continue to be very active, not only ringing our own 

bells, but also helping out at other towers.  This work follows on from the work 

that we do on Friday evenings, teaching on our simulator.  We are currently 

helping ringers from Wortley, Bolsterstone, and Barnburgh.  We also have 

several learners of our own. Tom is currently learning as his skill towards his 

Duke of Edinburgh award.   
 

We are currently right in the middle of ñThe Wedding Seasonò.  We aim to ring 

for 20 minutes before the service and a further 20 minutes as the wedding 

couple leave the church.  We also get asked to help ring for weddings at other 

churches, especially, Rotherham, Handsworth and Wortley, which can make 

difficulties if the bride is late, as timings can be quite crucial. 
 

Each year the Sheffield area holds a striking competition, carried out in much 

the same way as Brass Band competitions.  Unfortunately this year we were not 

able to enter a team.  The competition was won by the Sheffield Cathedral 

Ringers.  Perhaps next year we will be able to challenge them. 
 

We have welcomed several visiting groups of ringers to Ecclesfield this year 

and later in the summer The Lincoln Cathedral Ringers are due to pay us a visit. 
 

Along with all the other churches in Yorkshire we have been asked to ring in 

celebration of The Tour de France visiting the county.  At some point over that 

weekend we will ring in celebration. 
 

We shall also ring on various dates throughout the next four years to 

commemorate events associated with World War I, especially any specifically 

connected to Sheffield and Ecclesfield in particular. 

Jennifer Armeson 
 

 
 

A prayer by Ignatius Loyola,  
Mystic, Educator, Preacher, and Founder of the Jesuits 1491-1556 
  

Teach us, good Lord, to serve thee as thou deservest; 

To give, and not to count the cost, 

to fight, and not to heed the wounds, 

to toil, and not to seek for rest, 

to labor, and not to ask for any reward, 

save that of knowing that we do thy will. 
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Chapeltown Aerials Ltd 
Digital Aerials from £65 

 

Our (CAL) Trained (Digital) Engineers can install and Set Up  

Your TV Sets, VCR, DVDs, Smart TV's 

Free View / Free Sat Boxes, Supply and install Digital TV Aerials. 

 

Specialists in Multi-room installations, Gale Damage;  

Help with Insurance claims, 

Priority to the Elderly. 

Next Day Service where possible. 

All our work is Guaranteed. 

 

Laptop and PC Repairs from £25, Website Designs from £99.00 

 

Tel 0114 2455322 

Leo  0771 5506251                            Matt 0787 6363015 

 

A. J. Hurdley  -  Opticians 
 

NHS and Private Eye Examinations 

Spectacles at Sensible Prices 
125 High Street, Ecclesfield, Sheffield, S35 9UA 

(  0114 246 8127 
 

enquiries@ajhurdleyopticians.co.uk 

Morningside Cattery 
Breeders of Birman Cats 

Voted the Best Cattery for the Last 2 Years 

Fully Heated Chalets 

All Diets & Medication Catered For 

Insurance on Request 

Chapeltown Road, Ecclesfield, Sheffield, S35 9WD 

Tel: 0114 246 0202 
  



 

 


