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First Wordsé 
 

¶ We have a new Vicar!   Itôs with great joy that we are able to announce 

that Revd Dr Tim Gill has been appointed vicar of St Maryôs, (see 

photograph and a copy of Timôs letter to us in this magazine p5).   We 

look forward very much to Timôs ministry amongst us, and to welcoming 

him and his family to Ecclesfield next summer.  Please hold them, and the 

parish they will be leaving in your prayers. 

 

¶ Christmas - Here at St Maryôs the services for Christmas can be found on 

the   opposite page - You are warmly invited to attend any, or all, of these.  

The services include our Christingle Service on Sunday 20
th
 December at 

4.00pm, Crib Service on Christmas Eve at 4.00pm, our traditional Service 

of Lessons and Carols at 6.30p.m on Christmas Eve and our Christmas 

Day Communion Service at 10.00am.  Also on Saturday the 19
th
 

December at 6.00pm a Service of the Longest Night (a short, quiet, 

thoughtful service, near to the longest night of the year,  an opportunity to 

lay down all that holds us back from sharing in the joy of Christmas. This 

service will just let you be as you are). 

 

¶ We look forward once again to joining with the various Community 

Groups to sing Carols around the Christmas tree outside church on Sunday 

13
th
 December at 6.00p.m.  Itôs great to gather to sing Carols and also to 

support those who, throughout the year, do so much for this community of 

Ecclesfield. 

 

¶ Ecclesfield Comprehensive School will be holding their Concert in 

church on Thursday the 10
th
 December at 7.00pm. Hope you will be able 

to come and enjoy an evening of Christmas Music with them. 

 

¶ Donôt forget the Childrenôs Christmas Crafts for Primary School 

children on Sunday 13th December 2.00 to 3.30pm in church. 

 

May you, and all those whom you love and care for, have a very happy and 

meaningful Christmas, and a peaceful New Year. 

 

Pat Clarke 

 
 

 

Front Cover ï St Marys ï South Elevation 2010 

Back Cover ï Childrenôs Society ï Christingle 2014 
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Christmas Services at St Maryôs 
 
 

Service of the Longest Night 
Saturday 19th December 6:00 pm 

 

 

Christingle Service 

Sunday 20th December 4:00 pm 
 

 

Christmas Eve Services 
 

Please Note: There will be no service of Holy Communion at 9.30 am 
 

Crib Service 
Thursday 24th December 4:00 pm 

 

Christmas Eve Service of Lessons and Carols 

Thursday 24th December 6:30 pm 
 

 

Christmas Day Service 
 

Please Note: There will be no service of Holy Communion at 8.30 am 
 

Christmas Day Family Communion 

Friday 25th December 10:00 am 
 

 

 

A Prayer for the season 
 

Here is a place for you Lord Jesus. 

Make our hearts ready to love and welcome you. 

Be born again, 

not in a manger, 

but in us. 

Make us your Bethlehem 

where God is personal 

 and all things and all people are made new. 

Amen 
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Thought for the month 
 

Sometimes it seems that the gap between Christmas and the rest of the year is 

getting shorter. This eagerness to get a   head start on holiday cheer is purely 

practical from a retailerôs point of view: Shops typically make more than half of 

their yearly sales during these few short weeks, and shopping has become a pretty 

substantial part of the Christmas tradition.  
 

So I donôt know why I was so surprised by what I saw when popping into one of 

our large supermarkets at the beginning of October.  Promoting Halloween was in 

full swing with all the usual scary stuff on sale, and there in the middle of scream 

eggs and scary cakes was a display of Christmas chocolates and stocking fillers. 

Sadly the season of Advent, the  4 weeks leading up to Christmas, can be so easily 

lost  in chocolate calendars,  endless advertisements encouraging us to buy the 

latest in Christmas decorations, the very trendiest gifts, and this year's most 

fashionable food and drinké 
 

Advent Sunday  the beginning of a season of  waiting, a season of hope and 

expectation, a time to ponder, a time to celebrate light in the midst of darkness, a 

time of preparation for the coming of  Jesus, his birth into the world, and his 

promised return in glory.   Itôs so easy to miss all that this precious season has to 

give us because we spend our time thinking beyond Advent to Christmas. 
 

Yet both Advent and Christmas should be so much more than what we buy. Gifts 

are fun, both to give and receive, but they are only symbolic of a much greater gift: 

The Christmas story brings hope and peace to troubled and anxious lives, but it 

also brings love. ñGod so loved the worldò, we are told, ñthat he gave his one and 

only son.ò The heart of the Christmas-story is God's generosity. The baby born in 

Bethlehem is our window into the heart of God, which burns with love for each 

one of us.   
 

Christmas is about true celebration and real joy.  Christmas is about giving thanks 

for Jesus.  Itôs about knowing that God is not remote from us, but that God has 

experienced our humanity. How wonderful it would be if we could all find a little 

time in the midst of the rush, the shopping, baking, gift wrapping, and card 

writing, to think about that, and to respond by coming to a Christmas service to 

say thank you to God for all he has given us   No doubt we will write thank you 

letters to friends and relatives, but how are we going to thank God for Jesus the 

most precious Christmas gift of all?    
 

May the peace, love and joy of Christmas be with all of us, and may the New Year 

bring many blessings and new opportunities to serve God and those around us. 

 

Pat Clarke 
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Hello from the Gill Family 
 

Getting a new Vicar is a bit like an 

arranged marriage! You must be 

wondering who we are and wanting to 

know a little bit about us. 

 

We are the Gill family: 

 

Tim , apart from being a vicar for well 

over 20 years, I have a passion for music 

(but no ability), I love going to rock 

concerts with the children. 

 

I also love science fiction and walking - 

with or without out 10 year old black 

Labrador Tara; 

 

I am married to Mandy who works full time for the NHS as an audiologist. She 

shares my love of the outdoors but not rock music! 

 

Our three children are Thomas (studying electronic engineering at Leeds University), 

Emily  (studying for her A levels) and Kadan (in his first year at high school). 

 

We are all born and bred in Yorkshire and very excited about moving to Ecclesfield 

and looking forward getting to know you next year. 

 

I believe that God has called me to St Maryôs; I donôt come with a plan for the parish 

but with a commitment to work with you in seeking Godôs vision. 

 

Please keep us in your prayers during our last months in Liverpool as we prepare to 

move to Ecclesfield and St Maryôs. We will be praying for you. 

 

God bless, 

 

Tim, Mandy, Thomas, Emily & Kadan. 
 

------------------------wïv------------------------ 
 

The Revd. Dr. Timothy Gill - A brief biography: Tim has been the Vicar of St. 

Bartholomewôs, in Roby, Liverpool, since 2008. Since serving his curacy in Hull in 

the 1990s, he has also served as Priest in Charge in Hull and incumbent in York and 

Leeds prior to Liverpool. Tim studied theology at Westcott House, Cambridge, and 

has a BA degree from Newcastle University, an M.Phil. from Jesus College, 

Cambridge and a Ph.D. from Leeds University. 

From left to right 

Tim, Emily, Mandy, Kadan and Thomas 
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Some sad and momentous news this month:  

 

 

After ten years and seven months in the job, 

the Rev Dr Gary Bowness has reluctantly 

decided that it is time for Uncle Eustace to 

óbow outô. All good things must come to an 

end sometime, and thus Uncle Eustace 

retires this month. We will miss him! We 

thank Gary for all the pleasure the letters of 

Uncle Eustace has provided for us down the 

years.  

 

Rev Dr Gary Bowness     . 

 

 

Farewell from Uncle Eustace 
 

The Rectory 

St. James the Least 

 

My dear Nephew Darren 

 

And so, at the beginning of the New Year, you finally go to your own first 

parish and I am to move to a home for retired clergy. Let me give you some 

final words of advice. 

 

Curates, you will have noticed, are forgiven everything. I hope you have 

appreciated this period of grace, because come 1st January, all that will change. 

You will then become responsible for everything that goes wrong in your 

church. You must be able to mend leaking taps, arrange flowers, mow the 

churchyard and run jumble sales. You will be expected to know the moment 

someone falls ill ï preferably the day before. In addition, they will expect you to 

preach profound sermons - in seven minutes flat, and to lead a life of prayerful 

solitude while being the life and soul of the parish. From the day your 

predecessor left, he will have turned into a saint. You will be their new 

disappointment. Be assured that whatever you do, you will always disappoint 

someone. 
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Be prepared for phone-calls at 3am telling you that someone has left a light on 

in church, and shouldnôt you go turn it off. You will be asked about car parking 

arrangements for the October Harvest Service by mid-January, while hymns for 

the 9 Lessons and Carols will be required by early summer. 

 

I suggest you buy in extra pullovers, overcoats and scarves for life in your 

vicarage. A good number of mousetraps may well come in useful too. 

 

Welcome to your new life of an incumbent. 

 

I, on the other hand, greatly relish the thought of no longer having the care of 

parishioners. Instead, I shall become one myself ï and am already planning my 

revenge. In fact, this afternoon, inspired by a large glass of sherry, I have begun 

a list of things I can complain about. The church is too cold, I donôt know any of 

the hymns, the vicar canôt preach, he never visits, and things are not as good as 

they used to be. True, I havenôt actually chosen my new church yet, but no 

matter, I will complain when I get there. 

 

Of course, I will not be in church on Sunday mornings if it is raining, or on 

Sunday evenings if something good is on the television. Most of all, I look 

forward to sitting as far back in church as is possible, and starting a campaign to 

stop ópassing the peaceô. 

 

My new life as a parishioner will be richly rewarding. 50 years after ordination, 

I can hardly wait. 

 

Your loving uncle, 

 

Eustace 

 

 

Editor: Just as history has a habit of repeating its self so it may be with Uncle 

Eustace ï a good story is always worth the re-telling!  

 

For anyone who would like a ósouvenirô of Uncle Eustace, you may like to 

purchase a copy of the published booklet of Uncle Eustaceôs letters, please 

email Parish Pump Ltd at: enquiries@parishpump.co.uk  

 

Priced at just Ã4.95, óThe Letters of Uncle Eustaceô was written by the Rev Dr 

Gary Bowness and illustrated by the Rev Canon Taffy Davies. It was launched 

at the Christian Resources Exhibition North in 2005  
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The Pheasant 
59 Station Lane - Oughtibridge - S35 0HS 

Call in for a warm welcome and meet Ali & Jo 
Open 12 till 12 Sunday - Thursday & 12 till 1am Friday & Saturday 

Full menu available daily 12-7pm - Catering available on request 

Happy hour Monday-Friday 5pm-7pm 

 

Entertainment most Saturdays - Quiz night on Thursday at 9pm - Pool night on Mondays 

Free Wi-Fi - Facebook The Pheasant Oughtibridge - Twitter @thepheasants35 

Contact us by Email abrookes67@gmail.com or Tel: 07941 302865 

 

Ǉ          Piano Lessons        Ǉ 
 

Take Exams or play for fun. 
 

Theory up to Grade 5 beginners welcome. 
 

Alison Hancock ï ( 0114 245 2780 
 

 

K.B. Clock Repairs. 
 

A local repair service for mechanical clocks. 

Wall clocks, Mantel clocks, Grandfather clocks. 

Restoration of clock cases. 
 

Contact Ken Baker on 
 

( 0114 2453260  or è 07768293604 

Visit us online: www.kbclocks.co.uk/ 

NORTH SHEFFIELD PHYSIOTHERAPY 
Dave Doherty MCSP 

Westfield Approved - Home Visits Available 

Clinic: Grenoside Surgery, 60 Greno Crescent, S35 8NX 

Tel: 0114 240 0677 

Mob: 0755 144 6249         
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Bishop's Letter - Seven reasons to ban the Lordôs Prayer 
 

 

Posted by Bishop Steven Croft on 22nd November 2015 

 

Britain woke up this morning to the news that the Lordôs Prayer has 

been banned from cinemas. 

 

The Church of England has produced a sixty second commercial.  

The only words are the words of the Lordôs Prayer, said by children, 

the bereaved, people at work and so on.  Itôs a beautiful film, 

Certificate U. The ad is to promote a new website, Just Pray.uk.   
 

The plan was (and is) to show the film before Christmas at 

screenings of the new Star Wars film to help everyone think about prayer and to pray.  

What could be more simple? 
 

The distributors have declared the Lordôs Prayer unsuitable for screening.  They believe it 

carries the risk of upsetting or offending audiences.  
 

Cue indignation from the press, fury from the Archbishop (according to the Mail anyway) 

debates about free speech, a possible challenge in the courts and a storm on social media. 
 

But wait just a moment.  Suppose the cinema chains got this one right? 
 

I disagree with their decision and I disagree with the reasons they have given.  I hope itôs 

reversed.  I donôt believe the film will offend or upset audiences, in the way they mean, and 

I donôt believe it creates a new precedent.  
 

But from the point of view of global corporations and consumer culture, from the 

perspective of the gods and spirits of the age, there are very good reasons indeed to ban the 

Lordôs Prayer from cinemas and from culture and from public life.  
 

This is a prayer said by billions of people every day in every language on the planet.  In 

every single moment in time, someone is praying these words.  They are the first words of 

prayer we learn as children and the last words we say at the moment of death.  
 

The Lordôs Prayer is powerful for a reason.  These words shape lives and families and 

communities and whole societies.  
 

There are real reasons why the Lordôs Prayer has been banned by the demigods of 

consumer culture, in the boardrooms of the cinema chains.  Here are seven, one for every 

line. 
 

First, this prayer gives to those who pray it an identity and a place in the world and a 

countercultural community.  ñOur Father in heaven, hallowed be your nameò.  It opposes 

the myth that we are random specks of matter floating through space and time.  It opposes 

the myth that our lives do not matter.  It opposes the myth of fragmented humanity. 

  

Continues over page  
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Seven reasons to ban the Lordôs Prayer continued 
 

We are created and loved and called into friendship with God who is our father and into 

community with our fellow human beings who are therefore our sisters and brothers.  Only 

someone who has found this new identity can stand against the advertising culture which 

night and day seduces us to define who we are by what we spend. 

 

Second this prayer gives us the courage to live in an imperfect world.  ñYour kingdom 

come.  Your will be done on earth as it is in heavenò.  
 

The world is not as it was meant to be.  It is distorted from its true purpose.  But God is at 

work to redeem and transform this world, to establish his kingdom.  The Lordôs Prayer 

invites us not to retreat from the world in fear and pain, to anaesthetise or indulge 

ourselves.  The Lordôs Prayer invites us to join the struggle to see justice and peace prevail.  
 

Third, and most powerfully, the Lordôs Prayer teaches us to live with just enough.  This is 

the most dangerous reason why it cannot be shown with the adverts at the cinema.  It 

teaches us not to want more.  It teaches contentment, the most subversive virtue of them all. 
 

ñGive us this day our daily breadò.  This is not a prayer for more.  This is a prayer only for 

what we need.  Every other advert in the cinema is there to encourage us to spend money in 

pursuit of happiness.  This one restrains our greed.  
 

Fourth, the Lordôs Prayer teaches me to live with my imperfections and the imperfections 

of others.  There is a way to deal with the rubbish in our lives.  ñForgive us our sinsò. 
 

Consumer culture holds before us the image of perfection.  We cannot be happy until we 

look like this person, live like that one.  Each image is a lie. 
 

The Lordôs Prayer acknowledges human imperfection and sin, daily.  The Lordôs Prayer 

offers a pathway to forgiveness, daily. The way of forgiveness cannot be bought.  It is a 

gift.  Grace.  Grace subverts the whole culture of advertising. 
 

Fifth the Lordôs Prayer offers a way of reconciliation.  ñForgive us our sins as we forgive 

those who sin against usò.  We are not meant to feud or live in hostility or rivalry.  We are 

meant to forgive and be forgiven, to be reconciled to each other.  That reconciliation 

happens without expensive presents, without going into debt, without credit.  People are not 

made happy by more things, another consumer lie.  The greatest happiness comes from 

relationships.  The key to great relationships is reconciliation and forgiveness.  
 

Sixth, the Lordôs Prayer builds resilience in the human spirit.  When you say this prayer 

each day you are prepared for the bad days.  ñLead us not into temptation but deliver us 

from evil.ò  
 

When we say this prayer we remind ourselves that we are not living in a Disney fairy tale, a 

saccharine creation of film makers where every story has a happy ending.  

 

We are living in a real world of cancer and violence and difficulty, where we are tested, 

where bad things happen for no clear reason.  We live in that world confident in Godôs love 
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and goodness and help even in the midst of the most challenging moments of our lives.  

Faith is for the deep valleys as much as the green pastures.  We may not have the answers 

but we know that God dwells with us and in us.  
 

And seventh the Lordôs Prayer tells us how the story ends, how this life is to be lived and 

lived well.  ñFor the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and for ever.  

Amenò. 
 

The prayer returns as it begins to the praise and glory of the living God.  Our hearts return 

to their origin and source, the one who created us.  Life is to be lived to Godôs praise and 

glory, not to satisfy our own small desires.  We are beings with a higher calling and a 

greater purpose.  
 

There are only 63 words in the Lordôs Prayer.  It takes less than a minute to say them. 
 

Yet these words shape our identity, give purpose to our lives, check our greed, remind us of 

our imperfections, offer a way of reconciliation, build resilience in our spirits and call us to 

live to the glory of our creator. 
 

No wonder they have been banned in the boardrooms of consumer culture.  

 
 

+Steven 
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