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First Wordsé. 
 

¶ Prayer Breakfast ï Our next prayer breakfast is on Saturday 18
th
 July at 

9.00am in Church and all are welcome. 

 

¶ Living Stones Service ï The next Living Stones Service will be on 19
th
 

July at 4.00pm in Church. Children can hear the stories, join in the singing 

and are encouraged to feel at home in church with family and friends. 

 

¶ Ignatian Prayer Meeting ï This is on the last Monday of the month, the 

27
th
 July at 7.30pm in Church, and offers space in the week for a quiet 

time to prayerfully reflect on the Word of God. 

 

Please continue to pray for all at St. Maryôs as we continue in interregnum, 

awaiting the appointment of a new vicar. 

 

Stephanie Dale 

 
 

 

Prayer for Month 

 
Almighty and everlasting God, 

by whose Spirit the whole body of the Church 

is governed and sanctified: 

hear our prayer which we offer for all your faithful people, 

that in their vocation and ministry 

they may serve you in holiness and truth 

to the glory of your name; 

through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 

 
 

 

Front Cover ï View of Ecclesfield Priory and Hall Chapel (East) Window and gable 

taken from the óold vicarageô garden June 2015. 

Back Cover ï ñMad Hatterôs Tea Partyò 

  



 3 

The Gatty Memorial Hall  
 

Priory Road 

Ecclesfield 

Sheffield  S35 9XY 

Phone:  0114 246 3993 
 

Accommodation now available for booking  
 

&ÙÖÜ×ÚɯɈɯ,ÌÌÛÐÕÎÚɯɈɯ ÊÛÐÝÐÛÐÌÚ 

Functions 

 

Ecclesfield Church Playgroup 
 

The Gatty Memorial Hall - Priory Road - Ecclesfield 
 

 

A traditional playgroup good fun for Babies to 5 years with their 

Mums, Dads and Carers 
 

Refreshments for everyone 

 

Everyone welcome, come along and join the fun 
 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings 

9.30 am to 11.30 am 

Ã2.20 per session 
 

For more information please telephone 

Mrs Ann Hackett (0114) 246 7159 
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Thought for the month 
 

July already here, and half the year has gone by so quickly. Schools are soon to 

close for the summer holidays, and many of us are making some sort of plan for 

a summer break from the routine, perhaps a holiday if we can afford it, or just 

some pleasant days out, or time at home just pottering. We all need a break, a 

change of routine sometimes, Jesus often took time out to get away or stay with 

friends. 
 

In summer Iôm sure we all appreciate Godôs world, our lovely countryside and 

all the opportunities we have to enjoy it. We can appreciate the simple pleasures 

of the outdoors, sharing time and space with people we care about and those 

who enjoy our company too. It is good to realise that we donôt need much to 

enjoy ótime outô.  
 

I have a confession to make. Many years ago I used to enjoy listening to a Cliff 

Richard cassette in my car, and one of my favourite tracks was called 

óTravellinô Lightô. I can still recall some of the words. Now, over 20 years later, 

I rarely travel light! We seem to have so much that we think we need, when 

actually itôs mostly excess baggage, and at least half of what we think we will 

need is quite unnecessary.  
 

We do tend to hoard and get too attached to things which then take on too much 

importance in our lives. Jesus said ñHow hard it is for the rich to enter the 

kingdom of God! Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 

needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.ò  
Luke 18:25.  

Today it would be óIt is easier to fly a Jumbo jet through the Channel tunnel 

than it is for a rich person to enter the Kingdom of Heavenô Meaning we value 

our óthingsô too much. 

 

This summer may I encourage you to take a real break from routine if you can. 

Try to avoid consumerism for a little while, (I shop, therefore I am), Forget how 

to buy and remember how to play. Letôs try ótravellinô lightô and getting things 

into perspective for this summer. 

 

Oh, as a matter of interest, someone stole my car all those years ago, but when 

the Police found it rather worse for wear and in need of serious repairs, my Cliff 

Richard cassette was the only thing left in it! 

Stephanie Dale  
 

Cliff Richardôs óTravellinô Lightô - https://youtu.be/ca800tcy-B8  
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On why people complain to the vicar ï and how to ignore them 
 

The Rectory  

St. James the Least 

My dear Nephew Darren 
  
So, you have received your first letter of complaint. I am not wholly unsympathetic 

with your complainant, as attempting to marry the bride to the best man would have 

created havoc with the seating arrangements at the reception. However, you must 

learn that receiving letters of complaint is an integral part of the ordained ministry. 

After 50 years of parish life, the number of such letters I have received are now held 

in bound volumes. 
  
The anonymous ones you will receive, invariably written in green ink on lined 

notepaper, can be safely consigned to your waste paper basket, along with all mail, 

from whatever source, labelled ñUrgentò. You will receive letters complaining that 

you did not pray for someone who was in hospital, regardless of the fact that you 

knew nothing of it. Probably by the next post, you will receive a letter complaining 

that you did pray for someone in hospital ï when they had wanted to keep their 

cosmetic surgery secret. 
  
Those who regard themselves as guardians of doctrinal purity will write complaining 

of the heresies contained in the previous Sundayôs sermon. These can be filed with 

those letters that complain that your sermons are too short, along with those who 

complain that they are too long. 
  
The hourly striking of the church clock is a perennial favourite for complaints. I 

usually reply by saying that we are currently exploring the possibility of getting it to 

strike the quarters too. 
  
Letters of complaint will arrive in November, complaining that the church is too cold, 

so making prayer impossible.  Others will drop on the doormat in April saying that it 

is too hot, so making prayer impossible. In Spring, some will write that the 

churchyard should be mown more often, while others will complain that it is mown 

too often and ruins it as a habitat for wildlife. The annual Summer procession of 

witness generates complaints that the brass band ruined the slumbers of parishioners 

having a Sunday lie-in. Then come Harvest, there will be the letters complaining that 

they did not receive a Harvest gift, which was particularly unforgivable, as their 

grandmother had once sung in the choir. Thus the annual round is accompanied by 

reams of notepaper. 
  
The only letter of complaint I have really treasured came from the bishop, rebuking 

me for never having attended any meeting when he was present. I have had it framed 

and hung on the study wall.   

 

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace 
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From St Rita to St Barnabas 
 

A number of years ago I was given a book called óExciting Holinessô, it is a book 

which has collects and readings for Festivals and Lesser Festivals.  The title relates, I 

think, to the fact that it contains details of Saints Days and a brief description of each 

Saint.  Since then, I have been interested in the Saints.  This article was meant to be 

about a saint I discovered on a recent trip to Bologna, it has developed somewhat into 

an article about a very significant event in my journey of faith. 
 

I will, however, tell you about St Rita as it is important in the context of the 

following events.  Her feast day is celebrated each year on 22
nd

 May.  During our stay 

in Bologna, I left the hotel at around 5pm to go shopping and I was surprised to see 

so many people on the street.  There were a large number of stalls set up selling 

roses, but also stalls selling sweets and biscuits.  I wondered if they were going to a 

concert or a football match.  There was a lot of excited discussion everywhere and 

nearly everyone was carrying a bunch of roses.  Eventually, I worked out that they 

must going to an enormous church, I looked in the door and it was absolutely packed.  

Just I as was wondering what was going on, an Italian man offered me some roses 

and asked me to go in the church (I think!).  Not knowing what on earth was going on 

I politely declined. 
 

On my way back to the hotel I was left wondering what on earth was going on. Was 

it some particular festival, was it something to do with Pentecost ï I had no idea.  The 

next day, when we passed the church, we decided to go in.  It was called the Basilica 

of San Giacomo Maggiore and inside round a shrine there were thousands of roses.  

On closer inspection the shrine was dedicated to St Rita.  Unsurprisingly, I had never 

heard of St Rita ï modern technology is wonderful in those situations.  I Googled her 

and found a brief synopsis of her life.  She was an Italian Augustine nun, widow and 

saint venerated in the Roman Catholic Church.  Rita was married at an early age. The 

marriage lasted for eighteen years, during which she is remembered for her Christian 

values as a model wife and mother who made efforts to convert her husband from his 

abusive behaviour. Upon the murder of her husband by another feuding family, she 

sought to dissuade her sons from revenge before their calamitous deaths. 
 

She subsequently joined an Augustinian community of religious sisters, where she 

was known both for practicing mortification of the flesh and for the efficacy of her 

prayers. St. Rita is venerated due to various miracles attributed to her intercession, 

and is often portrayed with a bleeding wound on her forehead, which the Roman 

Catholic Church states she experienced as a partial stigmata. 
 

Ok, so whatôs the point?  Well, on reading further I found At her canonization 

ceremony, she was bestowed the title of Patroness of Impossible Causes, while in 

many pious Catholic countries, Rita came to be known to be as patroness for abused 

wives and heartbroken women. 

Continues on page 13 
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The Pheasant 
59 Station Lane - Oughtibridge - S35 0HS 

Call in for a warm welcome and meet Ali & Jo 
Open 12 till 12 Sunday - Thursday & 12 till 1am Friday & Saturday 

Full menu available daily 12-7pm - Catering available on request 

Happy hour Monday-Friday 5pm-7pm 

 

Entertainment most Saturdays - Quiz night on Thursday at 9pm - Pool night on Mondays 

Free Wi-Fi - Facebook The Pheasant Oughtibridge - Twitter @thepheasants35 

Contact us by Email abrookes67@gmail.com or Tel: 07941 302865 

 

Ǉ          Piano Lessons        Ǉ 
 

Take Exams or play for fun. 
 

Theory up to Grade 5 beginners welcome. 
 

Alison Hancock ï ( 0114 245 2780 
 

 

K.B. Clock Repairs. 
 

A local repair service for mechanical clocks. 

Wall clocks, Mantel clocks, Grandfather clocks. 

Restoration of clock cases. 
 

Contact Ken Baker on 
 

( 0114 2453260  or è 07768293604 

Visit us online: www.kbclocks.co.uk/ 

NORTH SHEFFIELD PHYSIOTHERAPY 
Dave Doherty MCSP 

Westfield Approved - Home Visits Available 

Clinic: Grenoside Surgery, 60 Greno Crescent, S35 8NX 

Tel: 0114 240 0677 

Mob: 0755 144 6249         
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Bishop's Letter ï July  
 

A Multi -Ethnic World 
 

Once again America debates the right to own guns in 

light of the shocking case of nine people being shot at 

a historic black church in Charlestown, South 

Carolina.  It has, we are told, sent shock waves across 

the United States and I would say across the world.  

Underlying the ongoing debate about gun ownership 

in America there is a serious issue of racism.  Barak 

Obama expressed hope that the latest American 

massacre might ñshift how we think about the issue 

of gun violenceò.  That is true and I hope they do, but 

they still need to make a fundamental shift in 

combating racially motivated attacks and killings as we do in many countries.  

 

One would have hoped that in a global society, where most of us live and work 

in diverse and integrated communities of multi-ethnic and religious groupings 

from which we are blessed, racism would be a thing of the past.  Whether it is in 

the United States or here in Britain this is not the case.  We cannot afford to 

point the finger at America in the naive belief that we are immune and that 

includes our local communities.  Hate crimes are the curse of the daily lives of 

many people from Black and Ethnic Minority communities and they stain 

society which by now should have stamped this out. 

 

UK Churches were largely responsible for the Race Relations Act being brought 

in. Statements from all Christian denominations show they agree there is no 

place for racism in Christianity or for that matter any walk of life.  The belief 

that God created everyone in his own image opposes racism.  Churches have not 

always got this right but are trying to change their behaviour, welcoming people 

from different ethnic backgrounds and we must all try to do the same, it is the 

mark of a healthy, welcoming and hospitable society that nurtures harmony, 

support, care and love for all. 

 

In 2004 the General Synod of the Church of England, its governing body, made 

the following statement in light of the success of the BNP in local elections in 

parts of Lancashire. 

 

ñWe believe that any political movement that seeks to divide our communities 

on the basis of ethnicity is an affront to the nature of God revealed in creation 

and scripture and is a grave danger to harmonious community relationships; 
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consequently voting for and/or supporting a political party that offers racist 

policies is incompatible with Christian discipleship. 

 

Secondly, we call on all Christians in England to nurture a loathing of the sin of 

racism and to model the teaching of Christ in loving all our neighbours. 

 

Finally, we commit the Church of England to work in partnership with our 

ecumenical partners, other faith groups, voluntary and statutory organisations, 

mainstream political parties and all people of good will, in building cohesive 

communities and affirming our multi-ethnic, culturally and religiously diverse 

society.ò 

 

Christian and faith groups are working to promote these values today and I 

appeal to everyone to be people of goodwill, to combat the shameful sin of 

racism and help build a multi-ethnic and religious society/world in which 

everyone can flourish, be valued and be safe. 

 

+ Peter - Bishop of Doncaster 
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