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First words 
 

June 2019 is here; unbelievably we are almost half-way through the year! 

 

During June please keep in your prayers our schools and their staff, and especially 

those young people sitting their GCSEs and A Levels. 

 

In the days between Ascension and Pentecost there will  be times of prayer in 

Church as we join in with millions of Christians of all denominations across the 

world in the Thy Kingdom Come prayer movement. 

 

Sat 1st June 10am to 3.30pm we have First  Aid  training  in Church. 

 

Mon 3rd June 7.30pm PCC Meeting in Church - we will  be thinking through our 

response to Bishop Peteôs consultation document to deliver the Diocesan strategy. 

 

Pentecost falls on Sunday 9th June. At 10am we will  be welcoming the guides, 

Brownies and Rainbows for the May Queens service - in the Churchyard if  

weather permits. 

 

On Monday 10th June at 7.30pm there will  be a meeting of the Mission and 

Discipleship Committee in Church. 

 

On Wednesdays at 7.30pm we continue our study course on Paulôs letter to the 

Philippians, Discipleship Explored. 

 

After  the 10am service on Sunday 16th June there will  be a meeting of the 

Healing and Prayer Ministry  Team. 
 

On Sunday 23rd June at 12 noon we will  be having a Baptism service. And in the 

afternoon, we will  be having the last Youth Fellowship before the summer 

holidays - time and other details to be announced. 

 

God Bless 

Tim 
 
 
 
 

Front Cover ς The highlight of Parc de la Tete d'Or, a vast urban park in Lyon, France, are three beautiful rose 

gardens. The park's name, which means "Golden Head Park," comes from a legend about a golden sculpture of 

Christ's head buried somewhere on the grounds by the Crusaders. Image courtesy Ville de Lyon 

Back Cover ς A Beach on Iona  
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Andrew Jones  

Tui Na Massage & Acupuncture  

 

Treating all types of pain, stress and discomfort 
 

                         Kinetic Clinic  

                               The Old Griffin Pub 

                                     8 Townend Road  

                                              Ecclesfield 

 
Mob: 0753 806 5665 

         andrewjoneshealth@gmail.com 

www.acupunctureandmassage.net 

Ǉ          Piano Lessons        Ǉ 
 

Take Exams or play for fun. 
 

Theory up to Grade 5 beginners welcome. 
 

Alison Hancock ï ( 0114 245 2780 
 

ROYLES TRAVEL - A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS  
 

Established 1990 Our reputation is built on Quality and Value for money 
 

Door to Door Luxury Coach Holidays, Scenic Weekend Breaks 

Exciting and Interesting Day Excursions, Executive Group Travel & Coach Hire 
 

114 Tunwell Avenue - Ecclesfield - Sheffield - S5 9FG 

(  (0114) 245 4519 - Mob. 07831 192631 

Visit us at: www.roylestravel.co.uk 
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Thought for the Month 

 

Over the next few weeks on Wednesday evenings we will  be running a course 

called Discipleship Explored. It is based on Paulôs letter to the church in Philippi. It 

was written from prison and it is a guide to what it means to follow Jesus, what it 

means to be a disciple. Although it was written 2000 years ago it still speaks 

powerfully today, it is still an important guide to living as one of Jesusô disciples 

today. 

 

In the Church at the moment we hear the words ñdiscipleò and ñdiscipleshipò a lot. 

They have become almost buzzwords, we hear them, and we use them, but what 

exactly do we mean by them? 

 

In  recent meeting of one of governing bodies of the Anglican Communion, the 

delegates were debating something called ñintentional discipleshipò, when one of 

the bishops present said that a better phrase to use, one that we can all understand, 

is instead of discipleship we simply speak of living a ñJesus-shaped life.ò 

 

Jesus calls us, He teaches us, He shows us how to live as a son or daughter of God 

our Father. He gives us the Holy Spirit within who enables us to lead a ñJesus-

shaped life.ò He calls us to live this life, to set an example for others and to call 

them to turn to Jesus, be filled with the Spirit and become disciples too. 

 

In one of His best loved teachings, Jesus said: 

Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will  give 

you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble 

in heart, and you will  find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden 

is light.ò (Matthew 11:28-30). 

 

The image would be very familiar in the agricultural society in which Jesus and the 

disciples lived. When a farmer bought a new oxen, he would yoke it to an 

experienced animal, and so, by walking and working with the older oxen, the young 

one would learn how to do the job at hand. 

 

Jesus calls us to walk alongside Him. To learn from Him by prayerfully reading the 

Gospels and by studying Jesus life and teaching. We see what it means to live as a 

child of God. We learn how to ówalk through the days of our lives as Jesus would. 

We begin to live a Jesus-shaped life, not just in Church on Sunday, but every day of 

the week in every place where we find ourselves. 
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Jesus calls us to follow Him in the places where we live and work and socialise, 

among our friends and families and colleagues. We are where God has called us to 

be, and this is where we serve Him and live as citizens of His kingdom. 

 

Jesusô call is to us as individuals and as a church. Our calling as St Maryôs Church 

in Ecclesfield is to build a Jesus-shaped community. 

To embody the welcome of the Father to all, to be a community of worship and 

welcome, of prayer and forgiveness. Our calling is above all to be above all a place 

where, by His Holy Spirit, Jesus is present in healing and in renewal. 

 

My prayer for St Maryôs is that when people meet us they also, in some measure, 

meet with Jesus. 

 

God bless, 

Tim 
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God and The Arts 

 

Editor:  The National Gallery at Trafalgar Square in London houses one of the finest collections of European 

paintings in the world. It is home to 2,300 works spanning the centuries of artistic creation. During this year 

we shall be journeying through the gallery to explore one of those treasures each month. By the Rev Michael 

Burgess. 

 

Panel depicting the first Pentecost: Barnaba da Modena 

 

Over the last years praying óThy kingdom 

comeô has become an important part of 

church life for the days between Ascension 

and Pentecost. It has been promoted by 

church leaders, who have encouraged 

Christians to follow the pattern of Mary, the 

mother of our Lord, and the disciples. St 

Luke tells us in Acts how they gathered in 

an upper room to pray, while they waited 

for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 

 

It is the theme of this monthôs painting 

from the National Gallery ï a panel 

depicting the first Pentecost painted by 

Barnaba da Modena, a prolific Italian artist, 

in 1377.  

Here we look into that upper room and see Mary and the twelve, their hands in 

prayer, and the Holy Spirit descending like a dove into their lives. 

 

The disciples had seen their Lord ascend to the Father, and they must have returned 

from that mount to Jerusalem expectant, but also concerned and anxious about what 

the future held for them. Afraid and uncertain, they devoted themselves to prayer. 

The artist has shown us the gift of the Holy Spirit that marks the birthday of the 

Church and a new day in their lives. The doors of that upper room may have been 

closed to the world, but the Spirit came to open them and inspire the disciples to go 

into that world with a new purpose and hope. The closed world of fear and anxiety 

was changed by their prayer and by the working of the Holy Spirit. 

 

In the days from Ascension to Pentecost we follow that tradition of prayer. We may 

also be concerned and anxious about our world and our lives. The Spirit calls us to 

move from fear to trust. Someone calculated that the words óDo not be afraidô occur 

365 times in the Bible ï one for the great day of Pentecost, and one for every other 

day in the rest of the year. 
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St James the Least of All  
 

Beware the summer strawberry tea 

                                                                                                                           The Rectory 

St. James the Least 

My dear Nephew Darren.     

                                                        

Never, ever feel aggrieved that your summer strawberry tea has to be held in the church 

hall rather than on a lawn, since there is hardly a single blade of grass to be found in your 

entire parish. You have no idea of the potential calamities you are avoiding. 

 

Here, during the previous week, the organisers will be desperately asking the opinion of 

local farmers about the weather. In doing so, they forget that for the farming community, 

it is always the wrong sort of weather anyway. I once received a heartfelt plea from the 

staff at Heathrow Airport for our ladies to stop calling them at hourly intervals to find out 

if hurricanes may be imminent. 

 

Naturally, the day will start out warm and sunny and so all the tables will be arranged on 

the vicarage lawn. By 10am, tablecloths will have been laid. By 10.10am, a brisk breeze 

will have sprung up and someone will be delegated to retrieve them all from deep within 

the nettle patch. By 11am, clouds will gather, and a decision will be made to transfer 

everything into the church hall. Once that is completed, just when it is almost too late to 

change, the sun will re-emerge and there will be a frantic dash to put everything back on 

the lawn. This ensures that by 2pm when teas start, the ladies will already be in a state of 

collapse. 

 

Last year, the Dowager Duchess of Trilby graced us with her presence. As she sat with 

her entourage, elegantly sipping tea under a giant parasol over the table, the thing ï 

equally elegantly ï closed around her, leaving her looking like one of those unfortunate 

insects trapped by a carnivorous plant. To emerge from its depths looking entirely 

unflustered was beyond even her social skills. 

 

Fortunately, attention was diverted from her predicament by the wife of one of our 

farmers. This substantial lady had been sitting in a chair with slightly too thin legs for the 

damp lawn. The rear two slowly sank into the grass, eventually catapulting the dear lady 

backwards into the lap of the local mayor. Disentangling red flannelette from mayoral 

chains took some time, and delicacy. 

At least when I have had enough, the lawn can be cleared in minutes by drawing the 

raffle. The moment the last plastic shower cap and set of Christmas doilies has been 

awarded, there will be a dash to get home, giving my dog the opportunity to retrieve 

remnants of cream cakes from the flower beds 

 

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace  
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Summer Solstice ï longest day of the year 21st June     
 

June, of course is the month of the summer solstice, 

the month of the Sun.  Sol + stice come from two Latin 

words meaning ósunô and óto stand stillô.  As the days 

lengthen, the sun rises higher and higher until it seems 

to stand still in the sky.   The Summer Solstice results 

in the longest day and the shortest night of the year.  

The Northern Hemisphere celebrates in June, and the 

Southern Hemisphere celebrates in December. 

 

While the Druids worship at Stonehenge and 

elsewhere, here are some Christian alternatives that 

honour the Creator rather than the created.  

 

 

God in All  

He inspires all, 

 He gives life to all, 

He dominates all, 

 He supports all. 

He lights the light of the sun. 

 He furnishes the light of the night. 

He has made springs in dry land. 

 He is the God of heaven and earth, 

 of sea and rivers, 

 of sun, moon and stars, 

 of the lofty mountain and the lowly valley, 

the God above heaven, 

 and in heaven, 

 and under heaven. 

St Patrick 

 

 

A Canticle for Brother Sun 

Praised be You, My Lord, in all Your creatures, 

Especially Sir Brother Sun, 

Who makes the day and enlightens us through You. 

He is lovely and radiant and grand; 

And he heralds You, his Most High Lord. 

St Francis of Assisi 
 

Crucifix  

with the rays of the Sun 

 

Sun and Moon 

Genesis, the first book of the 

Bible, tells us that God made 

the sun and moon on the fourth 

day of creation. They are 

symbols of the power of light 

to shine through the darkness, 

as good will shine over evil. 

 

Sun 

The sun can also represent the 

radiance and glory of Christ as 

seen on this crucifix. In scenes 

of the Crucifixion, the moon is 

sometimes shown on the left of 

the cross and the sun on the 

right. This could refer to an 

early church teaching in which 

the Old Testament (moon) is lit 

by the New Testament (sun). 

Together, the sun and moon 

reflect the sorrow of all 

creation at Christ's death. 
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The Black Bull 
18 Church street, Ecclesfield, S35 9WE  

Email:  junealdridge@live.co .uk - Tel: 0770 720 4320 
 

Function Room Hire 
Parties, Christenings, Funerals or Meetings 

 

Please call in for details or find us on Facebook  

A. J. Hurdley - Opticians 
 

NHS and Private Eye Examinations 

Spectacles at Sensible Prices 
125 High Street, Ecclesfield, Sheffield, S35 9UA 

(  0114 246 8127 
 

enquiries@ajhurdleyopticians.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


