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Fl r st Wor ds

Our celebrations begin this year on Sunday 30th November, Advent Sunday, with our service
of Advent Carols and Readings at 10am. That evening at 6.30pm there will be a
Contemplative Eucharist

On Monday 1st December at 10am we welcome a class from Woolly Wood Primary School
into Church.

On Tuesday 2nd December at 2.40pm Tim will be taking an Assembly at Ecclesfield Primary
School.

On Wednesday 3rd December 10am in Church, Funeral , and at 6pm The Seeking Heart,
Contemplative Prayer & Meditation for all.

Thursday 4th December, 9.30am Mid-week Communion , 10.30am visit to Nightingale
Nursing Home, and at 2.30pm Assembly at Ecclesfield Primary School.

Sunday 7th December, 10am Eucharist on the Second Sunday in Advent; 4pm Christingle in
Church.

Monday 8th December, 2pm in Church, meeting to plan services and hymns for January &
February.

Tuesday 9th December 2pm Bible Study Group, venue TBC.

Saturday 13th December 9am Prayer Breakfast followed at 10.30am by Bereavement Cafe,
in Church.

Sunday 14th December, Third Sunday in Advent, 10am Prayer & Praise, 4pm Community
Carols round the Tree.

Wednesday 17th December 6pm in Church The Seeking Heart, Contemplative Prayer &
Meditation for all.

Sunday 21st December, the Fourth Sunday of Advent, 10am Eucharist, 6.30pm Evening
Worship on the Longest Night.

Mon 22nd December, Local Ecclesfield Carols. We meet in the Churchyard at 7pm and will
move in to Church at about 7.40pm.

Wednesday 24th December, Christmas Eve. 4pm Crib Service; 6.30pm Nine Lessons and
Carols by Candlelight.

Thursday 25th December, Christmas Day. 10am Christmas Eucharist.

Sunday 28th December, the First Sunday of Christmas,10am Eucharist; 6.30pm Evening
Worship.

Please Note - there will NOT be a mid-week Eucharist on Thursday 1st January.
For details of services in January please see the notice sheet or our website

For more information about any of these events please speak to Tim.

Front Cover i Polishbaubles -k nown as O6bombkad or 6ébanka
Inside Front Cover i Christingle Service Poster
Inside Back Cover i Christmas Dinner in a Bag Poster
Back Cover i Christmas Services Poster
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Kate Guest
Counselling & Psychotherapy

Counselling is a talking therapy where you can discuss your
problems and emotions in a safe, confidential space.

Counselling can help improve your mental health, teach you
better ways to handle stress and anxiety, and increase your
self-awareness and emotional resilience.

Maybe you are suffering a sudden life crisis such as
bereavement, job loss, or lack of direction, or that you feel
that life is just getting on top of you, and you need someone
to help with your thoughts and feelings.

Areas of counselling | deal with include abuse, anxiety, anger
management, bereavement and loss, career support, work
related stress, depression, low confidence and low self-
esteem, loneliness, relationship problems, family problems,
sex and sexuality and personal issues.

Counselling is not about judging; it is about giving someone
the freedom to examine their own issues and so empower
them to find their own resolution. Counselling can be a
powerful way of examining ourselves and so bring about
change within our lives.

| work with individuals and also provide couples and
relationship counselling.

Contact me via email or telephone to book an appointment.

\./é’{é’é‘é%i‘é’:a'"
Email: kate-guest@talktalk.net
Mobile: 07914 357839

collective mark

Registered Member 91910
MBACP (Accred)




Prayer for the Month

Almighty God,
as your kingdom dawns,
turn us from the darkness of sin to the
light of holiness,
that we may be ready to meet you
in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

This prayer is the alternative Collect for Advent Sunday. Advent is the beginning ofthe Ch ur ¢ h
year, a time to prepare for the celebration of Christmas. The theme of Advent is the coming of
Christ - both His birth in Bethlehem Two thousand years ago, and His promised return as Lord

and King and Judge, no one knows when.

Advent is a time of hope; the promised return of Christ is not a threat but a promise. A promise
of true justice and healing to embrace the world and all of its people.

Advent is a yearly reminder that we are called to live in the light of Christ and to let that light
transform us. We are called to holiness, not to cultivate a 6 h o than¢ th oattitdde, but true
holiness.

To be holy is to be called to be different, to be so filled with the light of Christ that His light shines
out into the world that Christ loves. True holiness is not to be occupied with ourselves and how
others see us. It is to forget self in looking to God and then looking at others; not in judgement or
condemnation, but to see them in the truth of who they are: made in G o d ilnage and made for
Go d glay.

The prayer reminds us of Jesus parables in which He called on His hearers, both then and now,
to be ready. No one knows the day when Christ will return - not even Christ , but only the Father.
We are not to occupy our minds with speculation - the future is safe because itisinGo d 6 s
hands! Because we do not and cannot know when Christ will return, He calls us to be ready at
all times.

Every moment of life is an opportunity to turn to Christ, to follow Him, to see Him in the other and
to serve Him in the neighbour - every neighbour.

The Church prays for C h r i retarrdas Lord and king and Judge, because Christ will bring
healing to the broken and fallen creation; to the nations and peoples of the world; to each one of
us. In the promise of the second Advent of Christ we hear G o d pramise that all will be healed,
ourselves included.

God bless you this Advent season.

The Seeking Heart

Introducing Contemplative Prayer for all

Meeting in St Maryods at 6pm on
month. We next meet on Wednesday 3rd & Wednesday 17th
December.

For more information see Tim. All welcome.




Andrew Jones
Acupuncture & Deep Tissue Massage

Treating all types of pain, stress and discomfort

Kinetic Clinic Mob: 07538 065665
46 Stocks Hill &«] andrewjoneshealth@gmail.con
Ecclesfield www.acupunctureandmassage.net
S359YT

British 5} Westfield

Acupuncture Health

Council Member

Harder working health cover

The Gatty Memorial Hall

Your local community venue for Groups,
Meetings, Activities and Functions

Priory Road, Ecclesfield, Sheffield S35 9XY
Contact us on 0780 307 8223

On behalf of Tim and the finance team we
would like to thank you all for your generou
giving and donations during the year. This |

helped greatly towards the upkeep and
running of the church.

Wishing you all a Happy and Peaceful _— i ié ==

AR

Christmas Time and all the very best for 20 —_ Merry Christmas & =—




Why is the vicar wearing white today?

9RA G2 NY ¢KS +Sy W2Ky . FNIiz2y SELXIAya GKS YSIEyay3a 27

You may have noticed that the Minister who officiates at
Church Services may wear a long, thin scarf which is called
a stole. This can be white, purple, red or green.

White is for festive occasions like Christmas and Easter,
christenings and weddings. Purple is worn during Advent
and Lent, when we bring to
forgiveness, in preparation for the wonderful seasons of
Christmas and Easter. Red at Pentecost, symbolises the
fire of the Holy Spirit, and on Saints Days it signifies that
many of them (and some today) were martyred because
they were Christians. Green, marking growth and hope is
worn for the rest of the year.

1d

So, white for O0best 6, pur pl :
Spirit and the blood of the Martyrs, and green for growth.

You will also spot the same changing colours for items on the Altar-Table at the beginning and
end of the Service of Holy Communion. The Burse is a flat, square case holding a linen cloth
called the corporal, on which the vessels used in Holy Communion are placed. The Veil covers
them until they are used.

The vessels are called Paten and Chalice. The Paten is like a plate on which the bread is
placed. A bowl, called a Ciborium, may be used for the same purpose. The Chalice is a cup for
the wine. Because the bread and wine represent the Body and Blood of Christ, which He
sacrificed for us when He was crucified, we handle them with care

The ministerds ceremoni al robes, call ed ves
greater. Il n one of St Paul 6s | etters 1in the
receiving the Sacrament of Holy Communion has past, present and future signi f i canc e :
often as you eat this bread and drink the cu

Crossword
Puzzle
Solution is
here




God in The Arts

Editor: The Revd Michael Burgess surveys works of sacred art that can be found in various museums...you can
see the image by googling the title of the painting and the artist.

He gave us eyes to see themb: Madonna and (

Each month during this year we have visited art galleries and museums in England that are often
overlooked by the tourist trail, but which contain treasures that can inspire and deepen our
Christian faith. Our final visit in this series is to a gracious, elegant Georgian villa rejoicing in the
odd name of the Rangerdés House. 't i s out si de
is home to the Wernher collection of art.

Julius Wernher was a diamond magnate who died in 1912, and in his lifetime, he amassed an
amazing array of 700 works that make up this collection. There are paintings by Joshua Reynolds
and Romney, Renaissance jewellery, and a marble statue by Bergonzoli, 6 The Love of

But this month we focus on another love 1 the love of a mother and child by the workshop of
Donatello. When | was a student | visited Florence for the first time, and | can always remember
the impact of entering the Bargello and being greeted by the sculptures of Donatello. It was a
special moment of revelation to be able to look around and wonder at the glorious works of this
sculptor filling the second floor of the castle.

By contrast the Madonna and Child in the Ran;i
inches square. Our Lady is depicted in classical profile with flowing robes and wavy hair, but the
mood is one of tenderness as she cradles the Christ-Child. She holds His left hand in hers, while

He looks down at something that has caught His attention. Perhaps it is a noise at the stable door

or the sound of an animal in the Bethlehem night. Perhaps it is St Joseph getting everything ready
for the Holy Familytol eave. We doné6ét know, but it is ano
in this little plaque. It may not be by Donatello himself, but we sense the master overseeing the
creation of this work.

At Christmas we ponder the mystery of infinity caught in a little space, the cradle at Bethlehem,
just as the mystery of love, maternal and divine, is caught in the little space of this plaque. Margaret
Rizzabds carol, 06Jesus i bworaerjoyandhope axvwe pgentheetablet h
door to see the love of a mother and her new-born baby expressed here and at the heart of the
Christmas gospel:

6Lovely in your it tps
longing for our lowliness,
searching for our meeknesseé .

Held in Maryoés tendefl
tiny hands are raised to bless, /
touching us with Godg

Joy then in Goddos gr
peace comes with gentleness,
filling hearts with




Ecclesfield
Handbell Ringers

Christmas Concert

Saturday 6™ December 2025
3.00pm
Gatty Hall, Ecclesfield

Come and sing along to your favourite carols i

with

The Ecclesfield Carollers

and

Chapeltown Silver Prize Band

Tickets: £8.00

Please ring: 07963 Ogl 121 or 07714 760370
or email : ecclesfieldhr@gmail.com

From the Registers

Baptisms
Sunday 2nd November - Evan Lewis Martin; Vada Layke Goodwin; Jenson John Gary Birch
& Amora-Lily Isabella Bett Birch

May they know the love of God in their life and may all things of the Spirit live and grow in them

Funerals

Thursday 27th November Maureen Rodgers
Grant her, O Lord, refreshment, light, and peace



Reflecting Faith: Listening to the gospel

The Revd Dr Jo White considersé

One of the highlights of the Christmas services is the reading of the opening passage from
Johnés Gospel, o6l n the beginning was the Wor

| love the poetry of the words and sentences, as well as their very meaning. In most churches
everyone will stand for that reading, which emphasises its importance. But what makes it
important?

Most gospel passages that are read in church include the words of Jesus Himself, handed
down to us over the centuries, but here there are none. Rather, this is the defining statement
of who Jesus is and where He came from.

The way that the gospel readings are valued by the Church can be seen in our church
buildings over the years. In older churches you will find two lecterns, one either side of the
central altar. The right-hand side is for the Old Testament and epistle readings, and the left-
hand side lecturn (as the congregation faces the altar) is for the gospel reading.

On the altar, the holder for the priestbds bo
read out the gospel he would be facing the northern side of the church. Traditionally that was
the colder, darker si de, t hoiowmgebdtofthegospelmosi.l e as

Nowadays all readings may be given from the same place at the front of church, though in
some churches the gospel book will be processed with or without candles, into the centre of
the congregation, to bring us all gathering

It is because of this absolute importance of the gospels that people face the gospel, so as it is
processed, they move their body and heads towards it. This will leave some people with their
backs to the altar for t hat thatiwelt®nourb ut it S

This month : This year during the Christmas season, listen out for that wonderful passage
from John chapter 1 and consider how and where from it is being read and how that reflects
the faith of the congregation you are within.

Those Christmas <car dsé

We send an estimated 900 million to 1 billion Christmas cards in the UK each year. Royal
Mail delivers around 150 million. On average, each person in the UK sends and receives
about 17 cards.

This year the final Royal Mail Christmas posting dates are as follows:

Wednesday, December 17t 2nd Class and 2nd Class Signed For
Friday, December 19": Royal Mail Tracked 48

Saturday, December 20™: 1st Class and 1st Class Signed For
Sunday, December 21%; Royal Mail Tracked 24

Tuesday, December 23': Special Delivery Guaranteed.

(Itis best to post as early as possible to avoid the last-minute rush.)
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St James the Least of All

Editor: TheRevd Dr Gary Bowness continues histongud EAAE 1T AOOAOO &OI i 651 A1 A«

Your first parish
The Rectory
St. James the Least
My dear Nephew Darren.

And so, the old year draws to a close, and you are packing to move to your own first parish in
January. Let me give you some final words of advice.

Curates, you will have noticed, are forgiven everything. | hope you have appreciated this
period of grace, because come 1st January, all that will change. You will then become
responsible for everything that goes wrong in your church. You must be able to mend leaking
taps, shovel snow, arrange flowers, mow the churchyard and run jumble sales. You will be
expected to know the moment someone falls ill T preferably the day before. In addition, they
will expect you to preach profound sermons - in seven minutes flat, and to lead a life of
prayerful solitude while being the life and soul of the parish. From the day your predecessor
left, he will have turned into a saint. You will be their new disappointment. Be assured that
whatever you do, you will always disappoint someone.

@)
Be prepared for phone calls at 3am telling you that someone has left a light on in church, and
shoul dnét you go turn and it off? You wil/ b

October Harvest Service by mid-January, while hymns for the 9 Lessons and Carols will be
required by early summer. | suggest you buy in extra pullovers, overcoats and scarves for life
in your vicarage. A good number of mousetraps may well come in useful too.

O

Welcome to your new life of an incumbent.

O

Expect that each Sunday morning, as you prepare for the service, there will be a straggling
gueue of people who want to tell you an astonishing variety of things: there is a large cobweb
30 feet up over the pulpit, t haryg,thdfowedstiookl i k e
rough this week, there may be a bat in the vestry, some child has left a shoe in the back
porch, and the car park has broken glass in it.

You may find this a distraction as you prepare for a worship service. But remember that at
least they have bothered to come to church at all. In my experience, congregations are
always irritating, but at least they do take up a lot of space, and that looks good in the pews.
The church would look empty without them.

Your loving uncle,
Eustace

Ecclesfield I n Bl oc

Would like to thank everyone who came out to support us at our Christmas Fayre despite the
horrible weather - Thank you
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Coffee Shop

Vd

Fad {0 al NBQa [/ Kdz
Every Tuesday and Friday.Q® am to 1200 pm

All Welcome i Free Internet Wi-Fi - Disabled friendly access

A. J. HurdleyOpticians

NHS and Private Eye Examinations

Spectacles at Sensible Prices
125 High Street, Ecclesfield, Sheffield, S35 9UA

( 0114 246 8127
TransitiGns

ADAPTIVE LENSES enquiries@ajhurdleyopticians.co.uk

home
instead.

Care starts

at home

At Home Instead, we're experts in providing
careinyourownhome:

& Home Help "I have been with Home Instead

& Companionship for 15 years - every carerl have
@ Personal Care EEEs bR Speak with alocal,

@ Live-inCare They have neverlet me down - friendlyadvisortoday

: highly recommend.”
& Respite Care 0114246 9666
www.homeinstead.co.uk/sheffield-north
Chapeltown, Sheffield, S35 2XQ

a Healthcare atHome J. Oakland, Client
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Opening Hours for book borrowing & returns:
ECCLESFIELD Mondays 1pm to 4pm

Wednesdays and Fridays 10am to 4pm
LIBRARY Saturdays 10am to 12pm

Come and check out the large range of new releases we have available to borrow
courtesy of Sheffield City Council

Groups and Activities Now Running in the Library

Little Bears Club Fridays 10-11:30am

Knit & Natter Mondays 2-4pm and Wednesdays 12-3pm
Local History Group Last Monday of the month 2-4pm

Creative Writing Group First Tuesday of the month from 2.30-4.30pm
Chairobics Thursdays 11:457 12:30pm

We also offer pre booked use of our PCQG
Tea & coffee can also be served for a small charge.

For more details about our events and activities
Call us on 0114 2463615 or follow us on Facebook or Twitter

N P En il ISH AND MATHS

 WEst. 1976
sy TUTORING

10
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Celebrating a DECADE of excellence

Book a free assessment today!

M= sheffieldnorth@kipmcgrath.co.uk 2 01142 570777



https://www.kipmcgrath.co.uk/

What 6s t heAnBilqtirdbaedauT t i on t
New TestRahmelnitppi ans

Editor: Canon Paul Hardingham continues his series on the books of the Bible, which will run until the end of
2025.

This letter was written to Christians in the Macedonian city of Philippi when Paul was in
prison, probably in Rome (60-62 AD). His primary purpose in writing was to thank them for
the gift they had sent him upon learning of his imprisonment. However, he also uses the letter
as an opportunity to report on his situation; to encourage the Philippians to stand firm in the
face of persecution and rejoice regardless of circumstances; to exhort the church to live in
humility, fellowship, and unity; to commend Epaphroditus and Timothy to them; and to warn
them about false teaching. This included Judaizers who were persuading the Philippians to
submit to circumcision.

The central message of Philippians focuses on joy (the word occurs some 16 times!). For
Paul, joy isn't simply an emotional response to favourable circumstances. True joy is to be
found through a relationship with the resurrected and glorified Christ. Death ceases to be an
enemy, because through it we can more fully enjoy the presence of Jesus. This joy is also
rooted in an expectation of the return of Jesus, which gives urgency to the task of sharing the
gospel. So, Paul begins his letter by thanking the Philippians for their partnership together in
the work of the gospel through the offerings they have sent.

Paul also powerfully appeals to the Philippians to be of 6 0 n e impurswing humility and

unity. He gives the example of Jesus himself 6 wh o made hi msel f not hin
nat ur e of (2:&) toghe pointtohdyirdg the death of a common criminal. 6 Ther ef or
sayPaul,6 God exalted him (8: 9he WMhgbeéddeplbacadti
believers should share.

Read Philippians
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%201&version=NRSVA

Iy

"Goodness! is it time for Chrlstmas Sara preferred to let people work

Fair organising, carol service planning out the hymns for themselves We've got online carol-singers again!
g g, p g g g g

and nativity play rehearsals already?!"



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%201&version=NRSVA

At Christmas we celebrate the birth of Jesus,
God'’s Son and our Saviour
coming into the world as a baby, 2}
and we look forward to the time
when Jesus will come again,
not as a baby but as the
King of kings and Lord of lords!

read
John 14:3 <CZ
A baby needs clothes

to keep warm like
a snuggly sleep suit <\[:K A baby needs somewhere
Z} to be born like at home

or a vest and nappy. St
What were you dressed in? oF In:a.tiespial,
Where were you born?

Jesus was wrapped in
Jesus was born
in a stable in

A baby needs

A baby needs a hame.
somewhere What name were
to sleep like ou called?

acrib or a cot. d -
What did you Jesus was given

sleep in? a special name
_ that had a

Jesussleptina , special meaning.

read

read Luke 2:7

{:Z Matthew 1:21-23
HAPPY CHRISTMAS!

NADOLIG LLAWEN <X NOLLAIG CHRIDHEIL X> NOLLAG SHONA
JOYEUX NOEL # FELIZ NAVIDAD ¢ BUON NATALE ¢ GOD JUL » FROHE WEIHNACHTEN

Dec250 deborah noble « parishpump.co.uk



God in the Sciences

Editor: Dr Ruth Bancewicz, who is based at The Faraday Institute for Science and Religion in Cambridge, writes on
the positive relationship between Science and Christian faith

The Incarnation: fearfully and wonderfully made

My frame was not hidden from you when | was made in the

secret place,

when | was woven together in the depths of the earth. 3
Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days ordained 4
for me were written in your book %
before one of them came to be. '

(Psalm 139:15-16)

You began life as a single cell. For a few hours you were a miniscule but highly complex blob
of jelly, until it began to divide: two cells, four, eight, sixteen, a ball, a hollow ball, and then
something more recognisably like a living organism. You were still tiny, but developing a
nervous system, a head, a body, arms and legs.

Unt i | recently | hadndét thought much about J
thought even more shocking than His birth. How could God, who made the universe, have
become something so completely and utterly vulnerable? Maybe in the past, when the

devel opment of a child happened in 6secretod,
Christmas story go untold.

Today, when we see images of a developing child, or even embryos outside the womb, it is

harder to ignore the process of Jesus developing into a baby. The incarnation meant that
Godds Son went through all the st ageggtextbaok:t he
6zygoted6b, Omorul ad, Ooé&blastocystoé, implantat:i

Jesus was there in the beginning, and all life owes its existence to Him. But instead of
remaining aloof, He chose to become one of us. The Son of God shared the same kind of
DNA as every other organism on the planet. He knows what it feels like to have a body, to
feel hungry and thirsty, pain and pleasure, dark and light.

Il n Psalm 139, the writer i s me tating on Go
he was an embryo. There is ot ng God doesn
obscure him from Godds sight. he iws@aw nati o
extends even further. He became one of us, lived alongside us, and shared our very fragile
material nature.

di
hi
T

The transcendent God is also immanent, longing for us to relate to Him as Father. He
became as fragile as we are so He could rescue us from the messes we so often find
ourselves in. With His help, we can remember what it means to be fearfully and wonderfully
made.

Reproduced by permission from Merry Christmas Everyone: A festive feast of stories, poems
and reflection, Edited by Wendy H. Jones, Amy Robinson & Jane Clamp (Association of
Christian Writers, 2018) https://christianwriters.org.uk/
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https://www.amazon.co.uk/Merry-Christmas-Everyone-festive-reflections/dp/1999958128/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1543841240&sr=8-1&keywords=christmas+association+christian+writers
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Merry-Christmas-Everyone-festive-reflections/dp/1999958128/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1543841240&sr=8-1&keywords=christmas+association+christian+writers
https://christianwriters.org.uk/
https://christianwriters.org.uk/

Mot her 6 sNOUwnwe mher

At our November meeting we had not one speaker but three. Julie the manager at Sheffield
Womends Refuge and two other women speakers
abuse. Despite their painful memories hédrese
that people are more aware of what domestic abuse is about. Their experiences were different

but had many similarities. Initially they felt loved and cared for but went on to describe how the
perpetrators had controlled their lives by separating them from friends, family, and finances.
Having to account for every single item spent on the limited amount of money which had been
all owed, they | ost al most everything includi
was their courage and thankfully they escaped from horrendous relationships. Although their
lives are different now their past experiences will have a lasting effect. We all felt moved and

full of admiration for these two women, and grateful for Julie and places of refuge which make

a difference and help to rebuild peopleds |

For anyone in an abusive relationship you are not alone there is help. The national domestic
abuse helpline is 0808 2000 247 support is available at www.womensaid.org.uk

Maureen Lambert

The Local Chri stmas Carol s

This year, Local Carols will be sung in the Greyhound pub and around the village Christmas
Tree and then in Ecclesfield Church. Do come
history and enjoy a unique local flavour to Christmas.

Everyone is welcome to come and join in or just to listen.
Thursday 4 Decemberi 8:00 pm at The Greyhound
Thursday 11 December i 8:00 pm at The Greyhound
Saturday 13 December - Coffee morning at the EPPIC Theatre
Thursday 18 December i 8:00 pm at The Greyhound
Monday 22 December 700pmar ound t he Christmas tree 1in
followed at 7:40 pm by a sing in the church.
Andrew & David Robinson

Menégri ous reluctance to a

If you are travelling far this Christmas, pray that your satnav works, or that there is a woman
in the car. Research has found that men are so reluctant to ask directions that they waste
hours and miles every year. Over a lifetime of travel, it can work out to a wasted journey from
Landdés End to John O6 Groat s.

Just six per cent of men will ask for help or check a map to avoid unnecessary travel. More
than twice as many prefer to wander hopefully until they find their route on their own,
regardless of how long it takes them.

Which of course has inspired the joke: Why did the Children of Israel wander in the
wil derness for 40 years? Because Moses was a

17
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Thought for the Month

Advent is almost here as | begin to write. As | look to the month ahead, | see how full my
diary is, how many things there are to plan, to prepare and to do. | worry that in the busyness
and distractions that December brings | will lose my focus on what it is all about; that | will
forget the reason for all of the activity.

This can so easily happen to any one of us in December. We spend so much time thinking
about the jobs that must be done if we are going to have a 6 p r oGhestmas with family and
friends - the planning of presents and cards and meals and visits; the time and energy spent
shopping and preparing.

But the heart of Christmas is very simple: God coming to us in the smallness and vulnerability
of a tiny baby. He was born as a child of the poor, right from His first breath Jesus had
nowhere to lay His head. He was so very easy to miss and to ignore; and many people on
that first Christmas did miss what was happening; many did ignore Him.

But if what we believe about Christmas is the truth; if what the Bible tells us about this child is
true, then we truly have something worth remembering and celebrating. We have something
worth holding on to throughout this hectic month.

In Jesus God is among us; in Jesus we see the true face of God, turned to us not in anger or
judgement or disappointment, but in love. In Jesus God is reaching out to the world that He
created, the world that He loves with a passion stronger than death.

If I can hold onto this, the heart and soul of Christmas, then | will know why | will be spending
so much time and energy this December. The services and special events in Church during
December are not just to fill the Church, not to make us feel better or to warm our hearts.
They are our response to the amazing love of God. Our focus is on Jesus, on worship, as we
respond to the amazing grace of God once again.

And, if we keep in our minds the hope for the world and for all people that the birth of Jesus
represents, then we will remember why we are spending so much time and effort preparing
those celebrations with the people we love. In the middle of winter we have a reason to
celebrate and a reason to hope. We have a light of hope shining in the middle of the dark
winter.

| pray that in all of the many distractions this month we will keep our focus on Jesus. | pray
that as we sing carols, wrap presents and write cards we will know the joy and the hope of
Christmas. | pray that as we gather together we will know that Jesus is with us. | pray that the
Christ who was born in Bethlehem two thousand years ago will be born in our hearts this
Christmas; and that we will be renewed by His presence.

A very happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year to you,

God bless,
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Edi torodos Humour & Phil osopl
C
I

Let 6s-Hour-gegr-oldtohertwo-year-ol d si ster: HALetods pl ay h
Christmas, and you can be a present and | 6l
Helpers -What do you call Santads helpers? Subor

Oops! - A vicar gave his daughter a puppy for Christmas. An hour later, he found her in the
kitchen, | ooking sadly at a puddle in the cer
runneth over. o

Weird or What - Christmas is weird i at what other time of the year do you sit in front of a dead
tree and eat sweets out of your socks?

New Yearb6s Eve is coming sooné
The bagpipes are the missing link between music and noise. - E K Kruger

The inventor of the bagpipes was inspired when he saw a man carrying an indignant asthmatic
pig under his arm. Unfortunately, the man-made sound never equalled the purity of the sound
achieved by the pig. - Alfred Hitchcock

Bring not a bagpipe to a man in trouble. - Jonathan Swift

1 DONT KNOW WHO EDf
T0_.KNOW THIS BUT EVENIIF:
"AIBEAR WEARS. SHOES &

e
SOGKS HE WILL STILLY HAVE
= BEAR EEET :
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bear https://youtu.be/CXaYr2ereY
https://youtu.be/CGj85pVzRJs https://youtu.be/kWIQGrhRbLc

Whisper words of wisdom...

5. When your

1. When the moon 3. When your habits are
sheep go to
hits your eye, like strange, and your
graze in a damp
a big pizza pie customs deranged

marshy place

2.When an eel
bites your hand,
and it's not what
you planned

4. When your horse
chews dried grass, and
then begs for more



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bear
https://youtu.be/CXaYr2o-YeY
https://youtu.be/CGj85pVzRJs
https://youtu.be/kWIQGrhRbLc

crampton moore

the tv & appliance people

Specialists in Televisions, Home Cinema, white goods,
domestic appliances and complete kitchens.
Visit our New Rotherham Superstore for demonstrations
and advice from our expert staff.

Online: www.cramptonandmoore.co.uk
In-Store: Poplar Way, Catcliffe, South Yorkshire S60 5TR
Telephone: 01709 919939

LARGE STOCKS - BEST PRICES - 200 SPACE CAR PARK

SAMSUNG BOSCH @6 Hisense @ HHotpoint Haier UMEBHERR ®=+» Panasonic SONY

Liynchams Cocker Spaniels
& Toy Poodles B

"3"4‘ S PN
Puppies sometimes available &‘ i
We also have Cockerpoos &

Chapeltown — Sheffield — South Yorkshire .
Phone: 0114 245 5322 -  Mobile: 0795 268 8420

Website: www.lyncham9.co.uk - Email: lyncham9@hotmail.com

Help needed in the church gard

If you can, mow, weed, strim, sweep, pickup sticks, rake leaves or drive a sit on
mower, we need you. If you can spare just one or two hours a week it would be a great
help. Not only will the church look good, but you might even feel your spiritual and
physical well-being improve and in our small way help the environment. We come to
the churchyard every Tuesday and Friday afternoon (weather permitting) followed by a
drinks and biscuits, sometimes even a cake.

Any help most welcome. Thank you. Pat Wood
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%2 K-Lo Beauty

** Special Introductory Offers **

| Express Facial (30 minutes) £25.00

Double cleanse, exfoliation, face mask, tone & moisturise, includes hand and arm
massage while the maskis on

Luxury Facial (45 minutes)
Double cleanse, exfoliation, face mask, tone, serum and moisturise, includes facial
massage, shoulder massage & hand and arm massage

| Luxury Back Treatment (45 minutes) £35.00 |
Cleanse, exfoliation, mask and relaxing hot towels. Includes back massage and choose
between a scalp or back of the leg massage. (Deeply cleanses the skin to help prevent
breakouts and leave your back feeling silky smooth)

K-Lo Beauty (located in $35)
E-mail: klobeauty7Z@gmail.com Mobile: 07940 056706

**£5.00 off any of the above treatments with this voucher**

Childrends Society to exh

Chil drendéds Society is to have a show garde
Flower show next year, 19""-23'4 May 2026.

Designed to spotlight the urgent 1issue of
Gardend has been created by | andscape arch
Japanese philosophy of wabi-sabi - celebrating the beauty in imperfection. This nurturing
space will offer a message of hope, safety, and connection for young people facing
challenges today.

Morningside Cattery

Breeders of Birman Cats

Fully Heated Chalets, All Diets & Medication Catered For
Insurance on Request - Pickup & Drop Off service - Cat sitting in your own home
P Chapeltown Road, Ecclesfield, Sheffield, S35 9WD ‘

/ {

A Tel: 0114 246 0202  Mob: 0771 122 6130 (A

\ (

“_ - www.morningsidecattery.com A u

—



The Gardening Year i December - January

Extending the season . On a large garden plot there are plenty of ways to extend the
growing season such as using greenhouses and cold frames. If you only have a small
container garden it's unlikely you will have space for theses as well. There are, however, a
few ways you can successfully sow earlier or keep your harvest going for longer. Wrapping
just as you put on a warm jacket to go out on a cold day, you can do the same with your
containers to keep the soil warmer for longer. Any materiel can be used to insulate the pot
such as hessian sacking, old blankets and even plastic bubble wrap. Place your chosen
material around the pot lightly and secure it with string. Even though most terracotta pots are
frost resistant, it's wise to treat them carefully. Ensure their bases are off the ground during
winter to prevent risk of cracking.

Sheltering - plants left in exposed sights can suffer from cold, frost, rain and wind damage.
High winds can blow pots over, resulting in plants becoming uprooted and broken. Too much
rain can batter plants, rot fruit and damage leaves. Sudden cold spells and night frost can
finish the growing season for most crops. By moving containers to a south-facing wall or
fence you can protect from many adverse conditions. You can also install wind brakes to
lessen the effects of wind damage.

Cloches are a dome or bell shape covering used to protect plants. They are a quick, easy
way to help retain soil heat as they act like a mini greenhouse. Cloches were traditionally
made from glass, which you can still buy, but most cloches are made from plastic which is
cheaper. Although most are bell or semi-circular you can buy lots of shapes and sizes
including ones that look like polytunnels. You can use them in early spring to warm up the soil
before planting or in late summer to protect small plants from frost damage. Fleece you can
buy insulating fleece in a range of thicknesses; horticultural fleece is a permeable mesh
material which is soft and light. You can simply drape it over your plants and pots to protect
from adverse weather conditions such as frost and hail.it is easy to lay over plants and
remove again. Being easy to remove is essential as you don't want to leave plants under
there for too long, they need as much light as possible, plus pest like warm places too.

Al so | would I|Iike to wish all MearyChristmasaddear s
Happy New Year
Colin Williams

Eat the Seasons i December & January

Vegetables - Beetroot, Brussels Sprouts, Butternut Squash, Cauliflower, Celeriac, Celery,
Chicory, Jerusalem Artichoke, Kale, Leeks, Parsnips, Potatoes (Maincrop), Swede, Turnips

Fruit - Apples, Clementines, Passion Fruit, Pears, Pineapple, Pomegranate, Tangerines,
Satsumas

Nuts i Almonds, Brazil Nuts, Hazelnuts, Walnuts
Meat - Duck, Guinea Fowl, Hare, Mallard, Partridge, Turkey, Venison

Fish - Brill, Clams, Haddock, Hake, Halibut, Lemon Sole, Monkfish, Mussels, Oysters, Sea
Bream, Skate, Turbot, Winkles

Visit - www.eattheseasons.co.uk
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ERIC EYRE

Funeral Services
€ over 60 years of personal servi

0 A fully qualified privately owned & Independent Family Funeral
Service.

o) Offering a caring & dignified service, private rest rooms, coffin
selection, floral tributes & memorials.

4

O Catering available on request in our own reception rooms or the venue
of your choice.

O Pre- Payment Funeral Plans Available.

The Funeral Home 826 Barnsley Road
Mortomley House Sheffield Lane Top
2 & 4 Mortomley Lane ( 0114 327 1720
High Green 34 Housley Park
( 0114 284 8202 Chapeltown

Golden Charter [ ) " British Institute of _Eric Eyre National President
Funt‘"ﬂ‘”a“‘}* Funeral Directors 1989 - 1990
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Time to Eat - Monkfish

With a succulent, firm texture and a fine, slightly sweet flavour, monkfish
invites comparison with other ‘luxury’ seafoods such as lobster and
scallops. It is a particularly versatile fish, well-suited to many different
treatments and robust flavourings, as in the recipes below.

It is a rather grotesque looking fish comprising of a huge head and mouth attached to a long tail.
Also known as the anglerfish, it has a flexible filament growing from its head and ending in a piece
of bioluminescent tissue (known as an esca) which it dangles in front of its mouth as a bait. It even
has a spare fishing-rod which grows its own esca should its primary one be bitten off. A voracious
predator, its diet mainly consists of other fish but it is known to occasionally catch seabirds. The
European monkfish - Lophius piscatorius - lives largely in coastal waters from northern Europe
through the Mediterranean to the Black Sea. It is a demersal (bottom-dwelling) fish, found at an
unusually wide range of depths; from relatively shallow waters to more than a kilometre deep.

Monkfish has long featured in regional dishes of the Iberian Peninsula and (to a lesser degree)
France. There are scant historical references to monkfish being eaten in the UK before the mid-
twentieth century, but its popularity here has exploded in the last 30 years. It is now highly sought
after by fishing vessels in the waters around southwest England, western Ireland and western
Scotland.

The main edible part of the monkfish is its tail. This has usually been
separated from the rest of the fish by the time it reaches the
supermarket or fishmonger's (presumably due to the head's ugliness
and/or unwieldy size) and so you may not be able to rely on the usual
visual indicators for fresh fish (bright, un-sunken eyes and maoist,
shiny scales). Buy from a trusted supplier and use your sense of smell
to be sure of the freshest monkfish. After purchase, keep monkfish
well chilled and use within 24 hours (or freeze for up to 3 months).

Cooking - Remove the skin and membrane (or ask your fishmonger to do this). The tail has a
single bone running down its centre, making it easy to prepare and eat. The tail yields two fillets
that can be cooked whole or cut into chunks. Alternatively, cut the whole tail across the bone into
medallions (cooking fish on-the-bone can enhance succulence and flavour).

Excellent results can be obtained with a variety of cooking methods. Pan-fry in a little hot oil for a
few minutes on each side or roast in a hot oven (220°C) for around 30 minutes until firm to the
touch. Monkfish is also delicious when poached and is very barbecue friendly as it doesn't fall
apart on the grill. Monkfish pieces with the addition of a handful of mussels makes a great Thai
green curry.

Sri Lankan -style monkfish curry
https://www.jamieoliver.com/recipes/fish/sri-lankan-style-monkfish-curry/

Monkfish in a Mild Thai Green Curry Sauce
https://www.bordbia.ie/recipes/fish-recipes/monkfish-in-a-mild-thai-green-curry-sauce/

Monkfish recipes
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/monkfish
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Crossword Puzzle

Clues Across

1 Provisional meeting place of God and the Jews (Exodus 25:9) (10)
7Davidodés third son, killed when his head got
a battle with his father (2 Samuel 18:14,15) (7)
8 They ruled much of the west coast of South America in the 15th
and early 16th centuries (5)
10 Small deer of European and Asian extraction (4)
11 Seized control of (Numbers 21:25) (8)
13 Terror (Luke 24:5) (6)
15 First World War heroine shot by the Germans in Brussels, Nurse
Edith é&. (6)
17 Stormy (8)
18 A bitter variety of this, together with lamb and unleavened bread,
was the Passover menu for anyone unclean (Numbers 9:11) (4)
21 Arson (anag.) (5)
22How John Newton descri bedowGwmnés grace i n hi
(7)
23 Habitation (Isaiah 27:10) (10)

Clues Down

1é¢. and see that the Lord is good (Psalm 34: ¢
2 The wicked man flees though no one pursues, but the righteous
are as € as a |lion (Proverbs 28:1) (4)
3 One of the exiles, a descendant of Parosh, who married a foreign
woman (Ezra 10:25) (6)
4 He escaped from Nob when Saul killed the rest of his family and
joined David (1 Samuel 22:19,20) (8)
5 City and lake in Central Switzerland (7)
6 Of fer your bodies as Iliving é. , holy and pl
(Romans 12:1) (10)
9 Pouches carried by horses (Genesis 49:14) (10)
12 One who accepts government by God (8)
14 Aromatic substance commonly used in Jewish ritual (Exodus 30:1)
(7)
l6He asked Jesus, OWhat is truth?déd (John 18: 3
19 Are (Romans 13:1) (5)
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20You are to give him the name Jesus, because
from their sins (Matthew 1:21) (4)

Solution is on Page 7

3 4 5

1

15

16

18 19

22

Prayer for Christmas 2025

Dear Father,
Christmas i s ¢ omi nigplanning, 8heppiagd, dpending,ovhappang, postiadh
stressing! Whatos 1t all about ?

Lord, help us, in all the rat-race busyness, to make time to focus on that baby at the centre of
it all. That baby who is Your Son, who was with You in the beginning and who, with You,
created all things; that baby who brings life and light and hope and salvation; that baby who
was and is Jesus, God, made man.

Lord, we thank You for that baby-gift to us i the greatest gift there has ever been. Thank You
that because He came, grew up, lived, died and rose again, there is light in the darkness of
t hi s wor i |ldgldthat cae reeer be put out, that evil can never overcome.

Jesus is the Light of the World. Putting our trust in Him, we thank You Lord, for Christmas i
for Your grace and |l ove for us. Il n Jesusd na

By Daphne Kitching
26



Chapeltown & District Probus Club

Alan Hancock was our guest speaker on 13" November when
he started his presentation on Jack the Ripper i or more
accurately, the Whitechapel Murders. As a retired member of
the South Yorkshire Police Force, Alan has made a forensic
analysis of alll the facts of
has used all the modern techniques now available to determine
who actually committed the murders. In a sometimes quite
gruesome presentation, including photos from the time of the
murdered women, Alan got to the point where he was ready to
dismiss some of the men thought by many to have been guilty
and he presented the facts leading to his conclusion. He has
presented to groups of Police Officers and detectives and no-
one has challenged his conclusions. But . . . . the analysis of the facts leading to his still secret
conclusion will be presented at the next meeting on 10" December!

So, our next speaker on 10" December, will be Alan Hancock presenting his analysis and the
name of the Whitechapel murderer 1 which may well not be Jack! After the meeting, there will
be the optional Festive Christmas lunch at Wortley Hall.

PROBUS Club meets every month in the Community Centre in Grenoside. The club is about
providing a relaxing social environment to welcome retired and semi-retired men including
those still working but with time on their hands. You can visit a meeting as a guest or choose
to become a member. Please contact the Secretary, Trevor Winslow (see below).

Upcoming meetings on Wednesday at 10.00 in Grenoside Community Centre (followed
by optional lunch at Wortley Hall): -

10" December i Alan Hancock i Jack the Ripper, Part 2.
14" January i Stephen Gay i Sheffield to Cleethorpes Part 1
11" February T Stephen Gay i Sheffield to Cleethorpes Part 2

Contact details: e-Mail chapeltown.probus@agmail.com
Website https://chapeltown-probus.org.uk/

Andrew Robinson

Hilltop Gardening

A family run business for more than 20 years

Regular garden maintenance, bespoke planning and planting schemes
RHS Trained - No job is too small
For a tidy and reliable service contact James

t. 07961 971400
e. james.hilltopgardening@gmail.com
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Prayers and Poems Page

Flying Lessons

The angels that the shepherds saw
Whose singing led them to adore

The new-born Jesus in a stall

At one time could not fly at all!

To hover, singing, 0
While playing harps 1 well, that takes skill!
And blowing trumpets as you fly

Without falling from the sky?

So novice angels all must go

And learn the facts that they must know.
Aerodynamics, and such things

Before they even get their wings!

Then they practice flying well

For crashing just might break the spell
The shepherds wonoét
As laughter drowns the carols played!

|l tds sad, but s ome
For soaring through the firmament.

But they can spend eternal days
Writing hymns of angel-praise!

But some soon
Becoming singing aeronauts!
Formation flying? Piece of cake!

And what an awesome sight they make!

grasp t

And, like the angels in the sky

God teaches us both how and why

That we should learn, this Christmastime
To praise His name in song and rhyme!

By Nigel Beeton
(P.S. You have to be an angel to fly. Don't try this at home!)

ooer
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Daughter of Zion

Daughter of Zion, sing with heartfelt joy!
Children of Jerusodélem yo
See now He is coming T see the Prince of Peace;
And your songs of gladness never need to cease!
Daughter of Zion, sing with heartfelt joy!
Children of Jerusodélem yo

Sing loud hosannas to Ki
Blessed are His people! See His kingdom come.

His eternal kingdom ever more shall be!

Sing your glad hosanna! Sing eternally!

Sing loud hosannas to Ki
Blessed are His people! See His kingdom come.

O Son of David our hosannas ring!

Joyfully we praise You, Christ our gentle King!

Now and ever after stands Your peaceful Throne
The eternal Fat herdos sav
Daughter of Zion, sing with heartfelt joy!
Children of Jerusodélem yo

By Nigel Beeton

| heard the Bells on Christmas Day

| heard the bells on Christmas day
Their old familiar carols play,

And wild and sweet the words repeat
Of peace on earth, good will to men.

And in despair | bowed my head:
‘There is no peace on earth, ' | said
'For hate is strong, and mocks the song
Of peace on earth, good will to men.'

Then pealed the bells more loud and deep:
'‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;

The wrong shall fail, the right prevail,

With peace on earth, good will to men.'

Till, ringing, singing on its way,

The world revolved from night to day
A voice, a chime, a chant sublime,
Of peace on earth, good will to men.

By Henry Wadsworth Longfellow



Contact Details for Local Gr
Ecclesfield Rainbows Ecclesfield Cubs
Gatty Hall Scout Hut (off Yew Lane)
Thursday 5.00 pm to 6.15 pm Wednesday 4:45 pm to 6:15 pm
Contact - Girl Guiding Website / To 2" Pack 6:30 pm to 8:0 pm
Register Interest Leader - Mrs A Hancock
Tel: 0114 245 2780
Ecclesfield Brownies Ecclesfield Beavers
Gatty Hall Scout Hut (off Yew Lane)
Tuesday 6:15 pm to 7:45 pm Thursday - 5:45 - 7:00 pm
Leader - Mrs A. Kendall Contact Shane Porteous
Tel: 0114 246 8866 shane@ecclesfieldscouts.org.uk
Ecclesfield Scouts
Ecclesfield Guides Scout Hut (off Yew Lane)
Gatty Hall Thursday 7:15 pm to 9:00 pm
Thursday 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm Leader - Bryony Hemming
Leader - Mrs C Topham 25thecclesfieldscouts@gmail.com
Tel: 0114 246 1289
The Grenoside Singers
Practice Monday i n

Ecclesfield Priory Players
EPPIC Theatre
Monday 7:30 pm to 10:00 pm
Wednesday 7:30 pm to 10:00 pm
Secretary - Chloe Beevers
Theatre Tel No. 0114 240 2624

Ecclesfield Community Garden
Ecclesfield Park - Located between
Ladycroft bridge/stream and Bowling
greens. Open Wednesday + Saturday
10 am to 12 noon
Tel: Robert 0771 481 3503

Friends of Ecclesfield Library

Volunteer helpers always needed.
Tel: 0114 246 3651
email: ecclesfieldlib@gmail.com

Run by the community for the community.

Church Hall at 7:30 pm
Secretary: Judith Gill Tel: 0782 411 2584
www.grenosidesingers.co.uk

Whitley Hall Cricket Club
Matches every Saturday and some
Sundays and weekdays.

Please make contact if you wish to play or
learn. Secretary: Joe Webster:
whitleyhall@ycspl.co.uk
Website:
whitleyhall.play-cricket.com

Chapeltown and District PROBUS Club
Meets every 2" Wednesday in the month
in Grenoside Community Centre

Contact the Secretary: Trevor Winslow
chapeltown.probus@gmail.com
We are now face to face see
www.chapeltown-probus.org.uk

All retired and semi-retired gentlemen welcome

If you would like your local group advertised, please contact:
Mrs P Blackburn ( 0114 246 8453
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Useful Contacts : (

E-mail: Phone:
Vicar:
Revd. Tim Gill ttimgill@aol.com 257 0002

Church Wardens
Ann Hackett

Michael Waldron

Church Office
Tuesday 9:00am to 1:00 pm office.stmarys.ecclesfield@googlemail.com 245 0106
Thursday 9:00am to 12:00 pm

Website https://stmarysecclesfield.org.uk/

Groups: Times and Days: Phone:
Choir Practice in Church 7 pm on Friday Practice in Church
Contact: Lynda Pearce 208 3500
Music Group 7:30 pm Thursday Practice in Church
Contact: Andrea Whittaker 246 0746
Mot her 6s Uni on 1.00pm 1st Wednesday of the month
Contact: Maureen Lambert 246 9690
Ecclesfield Ladies Group 2.00 pm Thursday in Gatty Hall
Contact: Irene Proctor 246 0373
Bell Ringers 7:30 pm Tuesday in Church Belfry
Contact: Phil Hirst 286 2766
Gatty Hall Bookings 0780 307 8223

For Baptisms or Weddings Enquiries please contact the Vicar
Magazine e -mail: stmarys.magazine.ecclesfield@gmail.com

We thought you might find it helpful to know what the significant days and Sundays of each
month are called

Date Day Colour
7" December 2"d Sunday of Advent Purple
14" December 3" Sunday of Advent Purple
21t December 4t Sunday of Advent Purple
24" December Christmas Eve Purple
25" December Christmas Day White
28" December First Sunday of Christmas White
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https://www.stewardship.org.uk/partners/StPaulsWordsworthAvenue

